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NIFA Liaisons to Regional Administrative Groups Associated with the  
Association of Public and Land Grant Universities  

(and other partner organizations) 
 

May 6th, 2015 
 
 
 

Responsibility of NIFA Liaisons for Regional and Administrative Groups 
 
1.   Represent NIFA in meetings of the regional or administrative group by keeping abreast 

of issues, opportunities, people and programs in NIFA and presenting information 
related and responsive to the mission and interests of the regional and administrative 
groups with which you interact. 

 
2. Share information, recommendations and actions of the regional and administrative 

groups with NIFA leadership and staff. 
 
The names below are hyperlinked to each individual’s contact information. 
 
Generally, the first name listed should be considered the primary contact.  

 
 Agency 

Representation 
 

Telephone Number 
 

Northeast Region Muquarrab Qureshi 
Adele Turzillo 
 

(202) 720-5305 
(202) 401-6158 

North Central Region  Parag Chitnis 
Dionne Toombs 
 

(202) 401-5024 
(202) 401-2138 

Southern Region Bob Holland 
Denise Eblen 
 

(202) 720-9278 
(202) 205-5700 

Western Region Louie Tupas 
Brad Rein 
 

(202) 720-0740 
(202) 401-0151 

1890 Region Bob Holland 
Edwin Lewis 

(202) 720-9278 
(202) 690-4565 

 
1994 Land-Grant Institutions 
 

Tim Grosser 
Ali Mohamed 
 

(202) 690-0402 
(202) 720-5229 

http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/muquarrab-qureshi
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/adele-turzillo
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/parag-r-chitnis
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/dionne-toombs-phd
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
mailto:Denise.r.eblen@nifa.usda.gov
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/luis-tupas
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/bradley-rein-pe
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/edwin-lewis
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/tim-grosser
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/ali-i-mohamed


Page 2 of 3 
 

Hispanic Serving Institutions Muquarrab Qureshi 
Irma Lawrence 

(202) 720-5305 
(202) 720-2082 

 
NARRU Institutions 
 

Bill Hoffman 
Suresh Sureshwaran 
 

(202) 445-5576 
(202) 720-2324 

NAUFRP Institutions Louie Tupas 
Catalino Blanche 
 

(202) 720-0740 
(202) 401-4190 

Board on Agriculture Assembly Sonny Ramaswamy 
Meryl Broussard 
Bob Holland 
 

(202) 720-4423 
(202) 720-4423 
(202) 720-9278 

 
Board On Human Sciences Caroline Crocoll 

Victoria LeBeaux 
 

(202) 720-4795 
(202) 720-2067 

ESCOP Executive Committee 
 

Meryl Broussard 
Parag Chitnis 
Sonny Ramaswamy 

(202) 720-4423 
(202) 401-5024 
(202) 720-4423 

 
ECOP Executive Committee Bob Holland 

Mike Fitzner 
Sonny Ramaswamy 
 

(202) 720-9278 
(202) 401-4939 
(202) 720-4423 

Board on Natural Resources 
 

Eric Norland 
Fen Hunt  

(202) 401-5971 
(202) 720-4114 

 
Board on Oceans, Atmosphere, and 
Climate 
 

Rachel Melnick 
Gene Kim 

(202) 401-4980 
(202) 401-1108 

Board on Veterinary Medicine 
 

Margo Holland 
Peter Johnson 

(202) 401-5044 
(202) 401-1896 

 
ESCOP Science and Technology 
SubCommittee 

Parag Chitnis 
Denise Eblen 
 

(202) 401-5024 
(202) 205-5700 

ESCOP Social Science SubCommittee Aida Balsano 
Robbin Shoemaker 
 

(202) 720-4436 
(202) 720-5468 

APLU BAA National Multistate 
Coordinating Committee 
 

Bart Hewitt 
Ray Knighton 

(202) 720-0747 
(202) 401-6417 

http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/muquarrab-qureshi
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/irma-lawrence
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/william-hoffman
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/siva-sureshwaran
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/luis-tupas
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/catalino-blanche
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/sonny-ramaswamy
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/meryl-broussard
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/caroline-e-crocoll
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/victoria-lebeaux
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/meryl-broussard
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/parag-r-chitnis
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/sonny-ramaswamy
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/michael-fitzner
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/sonny-ramaswamy
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/eric-norland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/fen-hunt
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/rachel-melnick
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/gene-w-kim
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/margo-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/peter-johnson
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/parag-r-chitnis
mailto:Denise.r.eblen@nifa.usda.gov
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/aida-balsano
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robbin-shoemaker
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/bart-hewitt
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/raymond-knighton
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LEAD21 Leadership Development 
 

Michel Desbois 
Mary Peet 

(202) 690-0003 
(202) 401-4202 

 
ECOP,ESCOP 
Budget & Legislative Committees 
 

Bob Holland 
Meryl Broussard 
Paula Geiger 
Ven Neralla 
 

(202) 720-9278 
(202) 720-4423 
(202) 720-2675 
(202) 720-8187 

ACOP Executive Committee  Muquarrab Qureshi 
Suresh Sureshwaran 
 

(202) 720-5305 
(202) 720-2324 

 
ICOP Executive Committee 
 

Mike McGirr 
Jan Singleton 
 

(202) 205-3739 
(202) 401-1954 

JCEP 
 

Bill Hoffman 
Lisa Lauxman 
 

(202) 445-5576 
(202) 690-4568 

Emerging Issues and Future 
Directions Task Force 
 

James Kahler 
Dan Schmoldt 
Hongda Chen 
Daniel Cassidy 
 

(202) 690-1568 
(202) 720-4807 
 (202) 401-6497 
(202) 401-6444 

CARET Meryl Broussard 
Bob Holland 
Sonny Ramaswamy 
 

(202) 720-4423 
(202) 720-9278 
(202) 720-4423 

http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/michel-desbois
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/mary-monnig-peet
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/meryl-broussard
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/paula-geiger
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/ven-neralla
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/muquarrab-qureshi
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/siva-sureshwaran
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/michael-mcgirr
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/jan-singleton-phd-rdn
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/william-hoffman
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/lisa-lauxman
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/jim-kahler
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/daniel-schmoldt
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/hongda-chen-phd
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/daniel-cassidy
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/meryl-broussard
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/robert-holland
http://nifa.usda.gov/staff-bio/sonny-ramaswamy

