Questions & Answers from February 14" RWC

Q: Please confirm that you indeed no longer need the PD information that you requested earlier. It
sounds like you have the PD and Site Administrators information and only need us to complete the
spreadsheet Assistant Site Administrator and “Reviewers” (Department monitors). Correct? When
can we expect this spreadsheet and when will it be due?

A: That is not correct. We still need the PD information we requested earlier. The second spreadsheet
for the other roles is a second spreadsheet to help you batch in your users who are Assistant Site
Administrators and Reviewers. This should make the process go quickly and smoother.

Q: Can you please clarify if the new Farm Bill classification will be in addition to OR instead of the
Knowledge Area classification that we have been using?

A: The new Farm Bill classification will be in addition to the current Knowledge Area Classification (KA).
The KAs are used for many uses but do not cleanly cross-cut into the Farm Bill classification areas. These
Farm Bill areas were included by Congress.

Q: What are CIP codes?

A: CIP stands for Classification of Instructional Programs. The CIP codes provide a taxonomic scheme
that supports the accurate tracking and reporting of fields of study and program completions activity.
CIP was originally developed by the U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) in 1980, with revisions occurring in 1985, 1990, and 2000. These will be needed for
each undergraduate, graduate, and post-doctoral student who participates in your grant project. You
may browse all the CIP codes here: http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/browse.aspx?y=>55.

Q: Do you want CIP on Plan of Work? Or 421 annual progress reports?

A: We do not require the CIP on the Plan of Work. Only on the REEport annual progress reports.

Q: You mentioned using GRANTS.gov for formula funds. I’'m not sure how this is implemented?

A: When NIFA issues a Funding Grant Opportunity (FGO) for formula grants each year, you must apply
for them through Grants.gov. Someone at your institutions does this each year.



Q: Can you explain more what you mean by a POW disturbance. It is likely we will need an extension
this year. Is this a short-term disturbance (in relation to the blackout)?

A: During the final week before REEport is deployed, the NIFA Portal (used as the log in point for Plan of
Work, the Leadership Management Dashboard, and soon for REEport), needs to be taken offline so we
can add all the new users to the system. During that period of time, there will be no access to log in to
the Plan of Work. However, since the Plan of Work and Annual Report of Accomplishments are due
April 1, there should be little cause for concern. Only those who are already really late in submitting
these will be affected.

Q: If there were missing PDs on the original requested spreadsheet, do we use this new spreadsheet
to submit the missing PDs or all PDs?

A: No. A new spreadsheets should have been generated for you by now with your missing PDs. Use
this new spreadsheet for all other roles.

Q: When you refer to Administrative Assistant role, does he mean the Admin Support role in
REEport?

A: Yes.

Q: Formula grants are federal grants. This means that they are subject to all A21 requirements,
correct?

A: Yes.

Q: Where can | find the Farm Bill Classification areas?

A: You can actually find them in the Farm Bill found here:
http://www.usda.gov/documents/Bill 6124.pdf. Look in Section 7406 starting on page 948 through
page 953.

Q: Will CRIS still be available for searching after the forms blackout?

A: Yes.



Q: Did I hear that CRIS webforms will still be accessible in read only format so | can cut and paste data
into REEport?

A: Yes. The good folks at the University of Vermont will keep CRIS webforms in read only status until
further notice so you can cut and paste data from project entries there into REEport if necessary.

Q: Can there be more than one site administrator?

A: Yes.

Q: Why does the assurance form in REEport not have the recombinant DNA question like the one in
CRIS?

A: Our Office of Grants and Financial Management indicated we should take that out of the assurance
statement for formula grant projects, because it is not required for non-formula grant projects. This is
covered by the SF-424 R&R form completed for all grants (including formula grants) in Grants.gov. All
grants must continue to adhere to the recombinant DNA rules set forth by the National Institutes of
Health.

Q: Where can | find the REEport User Manual?

A: The REEport User Manual can be found on the REEport public information website at NIFA:
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/business/reeport imp.html.

Q: Will the Assistant Site Administrator be set up by department, so that he/she will only see their
department?

A: No. The Assistant Site Administrator will be able to see and edit anything the Site Administrator can
see and edit, but they will not be able to submit.

Q: Is it required to have reviewers?

A: No, it is not required. However, that role is a convenience for you.

Q: Will the information from existing AD-416 and AD-417 show up in REEport?



A: If the project is active in CRIS, then yes, it will show up in REEport.

Q: Would it be possible for the importance and expectations of accomplishment reports to be
communicated directly from USDA-NIFA to PDs?

A: Yes. NIFA will include this information in a future REEport newsletter which can then be forwarded
directly to the PDs.

Q: How will the AD-419 financial report be folded into REEport? Currently we submit a spreadsheet.
Will we still be able to do so? And when will the financial module be available?

A: Yes. You will still be able to batch file your financial information for the formula grants via a
spreadsheet which we will then load into REEport. The financial module will not be available when
REEport initially goes online. But the AD-419 report will remain open in CRIS webforms. However, we
anticipate that we will have this available for the next reporting cycle.

Q: Do we need to follow the same process as in CRIS when we had to print off a copy of forms and
have them signed by the signature authority and kept on file for audits?

A: We recommend that if your director who holds signatory authority is not logging in and clicking the
submit button (the signature equivalent) directly, then there should be some kind of physical delegation
documentation with the signatory authority’s signature held at your institution giving the authority to
the Site Administrator to complete the submissions for your institution. Whoever, clicks the Submit
Button on each project is the person’s signature on that document. REEport collects and records that
electronic transaction. Alternatively, you may print off copies if you need physical signatures of your
director. You will still have the ability to print off all forms and keep hard copies in your active project
files for auditing purposes if you so desire.

Q: Does the CIP code requirement apply only to universities or to all grantees?

A: It applies to all grantees who use university students to do grant work.

Q: Do the Farm Bill classification codes apply to standard grants or just the formula grants? Would
this be done at grant initiation each year? How will the coding be communicated to the scientists
completing the reports?



A: The Farm Bill classification codes apply to all grants, especially the standard grants such as AFRI
grants since this is the purpose of those codes. It would be done at grant initiation in the classification
page screen. The coding will be communicated via the REEport Newsletter upon implementation of this
element.

Q: How will the blackout be communicated to non-Land Grant University Grantees?

A: It will be communicated via the REEport newsletter once the actual blackout date has been pinned
down more accurately.



