Professional Development Opportunities for Secondary School Teachers Program 
of the AFRI Food, Agriculture, Natural Resources and Human Sciences Education and Literacy Initiative
FY 2016

Events:

· Informational Webinar: February 8th, 2016 @ 3pm EST. 
To attend the webinar go to: http://nifa-connect.nifa.usda.gov/pdstep/

Frequently Asked Questions
 

· What is the focus of the NIFA Professional Development Opportunities for Secondary School Teachers Program?
· The program focuses on providing immersive learning experiences for secondary school teachers/educational professionals (counselors, administrators, etc.) to create and replicate best practices to improve student success outcomes within the food, agricultural, natural resources, and human (FANH) sciences.  

· Can K-12 teachers apply directly for this funding opportunity? 
· No

· Who is eligible to apply? 
· PD-STEP projects must be integrated. Eligible institutions for integrated projects are: Eligible applicants for Integrated Projects include: 1) colleges and universities; 2) 1994 Land-Grant Institutions; and (3) Hispanic-serving agricultural colleges and universities. (Part III.A of RFA)

· What is an integrated project? For integrated projects, can some student fellows do just research, others do just education? 
· Integrated projects include at least 2 of the three functions: Research, Extension and/or Education. The functions addressed in the project should be interwoven throughout the life of the project and act to complement and reinforce one another. The functions should be interdependent and necessary for the success of the project.

· What is the funding rate of submitted applications?
· This will be the first year of the program. 

· What are the Foundational Areas?
· Plant health and production and plant products;
· Animal health and production and animal products;
· Food safety, nutrition, and health;
· Bioenergy, natural resources, and environment;
· Agriculture systems and technology; and
· Agriculture economics and rural communities.

· What are the Challenge Areas?
· Agricultural and Natural Resources Science for Climate Variability and Change;
· Childhood Obesity Prevention;
· Food Safety;
· Food Security;
· Sustainable Bioenergy; and
· Water Resources.

· How much money is available and for how long?
· Applications must not exceed $150,000 total (including institutional allowance) for project periods of up to 3 years.

· Is there a matching requirement?
· Matching is only required if a funded project is commodity-specific and not of national scope. If this is the case, the grant recipient is required to match the USDA funds awarded on a dollar-for-dollar basis from non-Federal sources with cash and/or in-kind contributions. For more information see: http://nifa.usda.gov/resource/new-matching-requirements-competitive-grant-awards 

· Are indirect costs allowed?
· If an institution/organization’s official negotiated indirect cost rate exceeds the maximum allowed rate then the indirect costs are limited to 30% of the total Federal funds. For more information see: http://nifa.usda.gov/indirect-costs 

· Are Letters of Intent required? 
· No

· Is there a limit to the number of proposals that can be submitted by a single institution?
· Any single institution can submit a maximum of three proposals.

· Can funds be used to support summer programs?
· Yes

· Can funds be used to support international travel?
· Yes

· Can international institutions be partner institutions?
· Yes

· Do I have to be a U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents to submit an application as a project director?
· Yes

· Do I have to be a U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents to be a co-PD?
· No
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· If I receive an award, when can I expect to start?
· A minimum of six months will be needed to process awards after the application deadline.

· How do I apply?
· Instructions on how to apply are included in the Request for Applications (RFA) for this grant available here: (http://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-food-agriculture-natural-resources-and) Read it carefully as this document includes complete information for submitting an application to this funding opportunity. 
· Applications will need to be submitted through Grants.gov. First-time users should allow at least a month to create their Grants.gov account. 

