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This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlirp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Southwest Alaska: Bethel and Kusilvak Census Areas, Alaska
Location of Veterinary Shortage:

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)
Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type III): Bethel, Alaska (centrally located and a transportation hub to cover this area)

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
Type lll: Public Practice (awardee obligation at least 49% FTE or 19 hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
U Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
O Poultry O Poultry
O Small Ruminant O Small Ruminant
O Other: U4 Other:

For Type Ill Public Practice:

E m p I Oye r: Colorado State University/University of Alaska-Fairbanks POS |t| on Tltl e: Community Outreach & Public Health Veterinarian

Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
& Food Safety
& Public Health
& Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

85 |%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

Access to veterinary care is an important unmet "One Health" need in southwest Alaska. The objectives of this position are: the prevention of
zoonotic disease (rabies, echinococcosis, brucellosis, etc.); prevention of unwanted human/animal interactions that result in injury, and a
resource for food safety and reportable disease (animal and public health) surveillance.

The US Census population in this region of Alaska of 23,526 has no full time veterinary service in this remote area, so there is a lack of
sustained veterinary care. Rabies is enzootic in this region. The Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation, the human health care provider of this
region, reports in the years of 2012 to 2018, 684 dog bites required medical treatment, with 69 cases (>10%) underwent rabies post exposure
prophylaxis. Echinococcus multilocularis is endemic and is a public health threat to residents (CDC’s Emerging and Infectious Diseases Vol
24,#2 2018.

Due to the remote nature with limited access, residents rely on subsistence harvest of animals as an essential part of th food supply. The
AK Dept. Fish & Game reports in 2017 that 65% of households harvest game, 90% consume game, 86% harvested fish, and 94% of
households used fish. A public health veterinarian working in this area can serve a vital role for food safety and disease surveillance for these
harvested animals.
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Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

The activities will be focused on community outreach and public health. Veterinarian will travel to underserved communities, provide basic
preventative veterinary care (rabies vaccinations, deworm, and spay/neuter), provide outreach education on zoonotic and foodborne disease,
collect and submit samples for pathogens of public health importance identified at the Alaska Zoonotic Disease Prioritization Workshop
(Rabies, Brucellosis, Echinoccous, Cryptosporidium, Giardia, Botulism, Toxoplasmosis, Trichinella, Avian Influenza, Tularemia, Leptospirosis)

The veterinarian will be accessible for food safety and disease surveillance in the local food supply. This included the subsistence harvesting
of fish and wildlife, as well as the monitoring of health in domestic animals (poultry). Will collaborate with the local human health provider,
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation, on efforts to improve human and animal health, fulfilling roles in extension outreach and epidemiology.

The veterinarian will monitor environmental health through participation in the AK Native Tribal Health Consortium's Local Environmental
Observer (LEO) Network. This incorporates public documentation of significant, unusual or unprecedented environmental events to State and
Federal Agencies. This position will follow the "One Health" initiative coordinating with AK Public Health, State Veterinarian, Univ. of
Fairbanks Veterinary School, AK Fish and Game, USFWS, USGS

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

The rural communities have limited public services (water, waste water, solid waste disposal). This area of the state has not previously been
supported by a public health veterinarian. There has only been limited veterinary medical services provided in the past, and this veterinarian
has now retired. Retaining a public health veterinarian to address unmet public health needs in these remote communities will be challenging
given the geographic isolation/hardship (off the road system, only accessible by air travel) in addition to the severe economic limitations. The
overall cost of living index in the area of 136.1 (based on a US average of 100). For example, the current cost of a gallon of milk in this area is
$8.39.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

The risk of not retaining a public health veterinarian in this position is damaging to both human and animal health. The position provides
essential "One Health" link to public health care. It will help with injury and disease prevention, in particular injuries sustained from dog bites
and transmission of zoonotic pathogens. The public health veterinarian serves as an important contact for questions on animal health, food
safety and epidemiology in this region. The veterinarian will collaborate with local, state and federal agencies on issues of animal health, public
health and environmental health. Without a veterinarian to gather information and provide services for local human and animal health, it is
impossible on a state and nationwide scale to make decisions on how to best protect the health of animals, the public and the environment.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

3| By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

name: RODErt Gerlach, VMD
e Alaska State Veterinarian

oreanization: D€Pt. of Environmental Conservation
rganization:

emai. DOD.gerlach@alaska.gov
Telephone Number: (907) 375-8214

(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9" St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not
return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:9/30/2019
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	Employer: Colorado State University/University of Alaska-Fairbanks
	Title: Alaska State Veterinarian
	Organization: Dept. of Environmental Conservation
	Email: bob.gerlach@alaska.gov
	Telephone Number: (907) 375-8214
	importance and objectives: Access to veterinary care is an important unmet "One Health" need in southwest Alaska. The objectives of this position are: the prevention of zoonotic disease (rabies, echinococcosis, brucellosis, etc.); prevention of unwanted human/animal interactions that result in injury, and a resource for food safety and reportable disease (animal and public health) surveillance. 

The  US Census population in this region of Alaska of 23,526 has no full time veterinary service in this remote area, so there is a lack of sustained veterinary care. Rabies is enzootic in this region. The Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation, the human health care provider of this region, reports in the years of 2012 to 2018, 684 dog bites required medical treatment, with 69 cases (>10%) underwent rabies post exposure prophylaxis. Echinococcus multilocularis is endemic and is a public health threat to residents (CDC’s Emerging and Infectious Diseases Vol 24,#2 2018.

Due to the remote nature with limited access, residents rely on subsistence harvest of animals as an essential part of th food supply.    The AK Dept. Fish & Game reports in 2017 that 65% of households harvest game, 90%  consume game, 86% harvested fish, and 94% of households used fish. A public health veterinarian working in this area can serve a vital role for food safety and disease surveillance for these harvested animals.
This position is important to public health for surveillance and control of zoonotic, food borne pathogens. 




	activities: The activities will be focused on community outreach and public health. Veterinarian will travel to underserved communities, provide basic preventative veterinary care (rabies vaccinations, deworm, and spay/neuter), provide outreach education on zoonotic and foodborne disease,  collect and submit samples for pathogens of public health importance identified at the Alaska Zoonotic Disease Prioritization Workshop (Rabies, Brucellosis, Echinoccous, Cryptosporidium, Giardia, Botulism, Toxoplasmosis, Trichinella, Avian Influenza, Tularemia, Leptospirosis)

The veterinarian will be accessible for food safety and disease surveillance in the local food supply. This included the subsistence harvesting of fish and wildlife, as well as the monitoring of health in domestic animals (poultry).  Will collaborate with the local human health provider, Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation, on efforts to improve human and animal health, fulfilling roles in extension outreach and epidemiology. 

The veterinarian will monitor environmental health through participation in the AK Native Tribal Health Consortium's Local Environmental Observer (LEO) Network.  This incorporates public documentation of significant, unusual or unprecedented environmental events to State and  Federal Agencies.  This position will follow the "One Health" initiative coordinating with AK Public Health, State Veterinarian, Univ. of Fairbanks Veterinary School, AK Fish and Game, USFWS, USGS 

	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: The rural communities have limited public services (water, waste water, solid waste disposal). This area of the state has not previously been supported by a public health veterinarian. There has only been limited veterinary medical services provided in the past, and this veterinarian has now retired. Retaining a public health veterinarian to address unmet public health needs in these remote communities will be challenging given the geographic isolation/hardship (off the road system, only accessible by air travel) in addition to the severe economic limitations. The overall cost of living index in the area of 136.1 (based on a US average of 100). For example, the current cost of a gallon of milk in this area is $8.39.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The risk of not retaining a public health veterinarian in this position is damaging to both human and animal health. The position provides essential "One Health" link to public health care. It will help with injury and disease prevention, in particular injuries sustained from dog bites and transmission of zoonotic pathogens. The public health veterinarian serves as an important contact for questions on animal health, food safety and epidemiology in this region. The veterinarian will collaborate with local, state and federal agencies on issues of animal health, public health and environmental health. Without a veterinarian to gather information and provide services for local human and animal health, it is impossible on a state and nationwide scale to make decisions on how to best protect the health of animals, the public and the environment.
	Center: Bethel, Alaska (centrally located and a transportation hub to cover this area)
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Community Outreach & Public Health Veterinarian
	FTE: 85
	FoodSafety: On
	PH: On
	Epi: On
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: Robert Gerlach, VMD
	Shortage_Location: Southwest Alaska: Bethel and Kusilvak Census Areas, Alaska
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: AK204
	MayOtherList: 


