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To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the VMLRP Shortage Allocations section of the
VMLRP web site (https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/vmlirp-shortage-allocations) for the number of nominations permitted for your
state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Alabama Counties Area 1: Lauderdale, Limestone, Colbert, Franklin, Lawrence,

Marion, Winston, Lamar, Fayette, Walker
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Location of Veterinary Shortage:

Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type IlI): Frankiin and Lawrence Counties

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
] Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle & Dairy Cattle
U Swine & Swine
U Poultry & Poultry
U Small Ruminant & Small Ruminant
U Other: U Other:

For Type Il Public Practice:

Employer: Position Title:
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
O Public Health
O Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

These counties are in the northwestern part of Alabama and represent a large rural area comprising 7,197 beef, hog, poultry, small ruminant
and dairy farms. This area covers over 6,520 square miles and is currently served by 62 veterinarians. Of these 62 veterinarians, only two are
currently performing any service to the aforementioned food animal species. The direct agricultural economic activity in this area accounts for
$839,329,000. Additional veterinarians in this area would provide veterinary care to producers that will, in turn, promote the economic security
of this area for the future by stabilizing livestock production and therefore maintaining jobs. In addition, veterinarians in this area safeguard the
food supply both domestically and internationally by implementing state and federal animal health programs.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

Activities of the food animal veterinarian in Area 1 would include: diagnosis and treatment of potentially diseased livestock, provide first point
of contact for foreign and emerging diseases and implement preventive herd health management programs for producers such as
reproductive herd health, parasite control measures and development of nutritional strategies. The veterinarian would also be expected to
implement state and federal disease control programs such as brucellosis and tuberculosis testing, provide certificates of veterinary
inspection, participate in animal disease traceability, interact with livestock markets and share information with the community about relative
livestock health programs and regulations. The veterinarian receiving this financial assistance could promote the profession and this program
to students in FFA and 4-H and thereby stimulating interest in veterinary medicine.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

Over the last several years Lauderdale, Limestone, Colbert, Franklin, Lawrence, Marion, Winston, Lamar, Fayette, and Walker counties have
had little success in attracting food animal veterinarians to this area because of the economic down turn. In addition, several historically mixed
animal veterinary practices have discontinued providing food animal services and have moved to providing only small animal veterinary care .
It is obviously difficult for food animal veterinarians to provide these services and live in this area while attempting to repay student loans.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

Areas that lack food animal veterinary care are extremely vulnerable to the effects of an undiagnosed contagious disease with a direct impact
on the state and national food supply. It is a well-known fact that the Foot and Mouth Disease virus that caused the 2001 outbreak in Great
Britain was circulating in the livestock herds several weeks before it was finally diagnosed. Veterinarians are critical in the first line of defense
against such foreign animal diseases as well as intentional threats of bioterrorism. Within the past few decades, interstate and international
travel has increased dramatically. This ability to move animals in commerce is important but could also move animal diseases, as well.
Undetected diseased animals could move and spread disease across the country rapidly. Most weaned beef calves in Alabama are moved to
feedlots in the panhandle of Texas and Oklahoma and to feedlots in lowa, Nebraska and Kansas depending on breed. An infected calf could
easily spread disease to many states, and the trained veterinarian could help prevent such an event. Should a FAD event occur, the
veterinarian would play a critical role in the recovery and return of stable markets both foreign and domestic. Alabama anticipates a need for
30-40 veterinarians willing to provide food animal services over the next five years to ensure an uninterrupted food supply to the state and
nation. Resources must be applied to attract food animal veterinarians to Alabama’s rural counties to support the livestock production industry
and the food supply.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

Name: Tony FraZier, DVM
e Otate Veterinarian

o Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries
Organization:

ema. tONY.frazier@agi.alabama.gov
Telephone Number: 334-240-7253

(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131,
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:12/31/2022
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	Employer: 
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries
	Email: tony.frazier@agi.alabama.gov
	Telephone Number: 334-240-7253
	importance and objectives: These counties are in the northwestern part of Alabama and represent a large rural area comprising 7,197 beef, hog, poultry, small ruminant and dairy farms. This area covers over 6,520 square miles and is currently served by 62 veterinarians. Of these 62 veterinarians, only two are currently performing any service to the aforementioned food animal species. The direct agricultural economic activity in this area accounts for $839,329,000. Additional veterinarians in this area would provide veterinary care to producers that will, in turn, promote the economic security of this area for the future by stabilizing livestock production and therefore maintaining jobs. In addition, veterinarians in this area safeguard the food supply both domestically and internationally by implementing state and federal animal health programs.
	activities: Activities of the food animal veterinarian in Area 1 would include: diagnosis and treatment of potentially diseased livestock, provide first point of contact for foreign and emerging diseases and implement preventive herd health management programs for producers such as reproductive herd health, parasite control measures and development of nutritional strategies. The veterinarian would also be expected to implement state and federal disease control programs such as brucellosis and tuberculosis testing, provide certificates of veterinary inspection, participate in animal disease traceability, interact with livestock markets and share information with the community about relative livestock health programs and regulations. The veterinarian receiving this financial assistance could promote the profession and this program to students in FFA and 4-H and thereby stimulating interest in veterinary medicine.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: Over the last several years Lauderdale, Limestone, Colbert, Franklin, Lawrence, Marion, Winston, Lamar, Fayette, and Walker counties have had little success in attracting food animal veterinarians to this area because of the economic down turn. In addition, several historically mixed animal veterinary practices have discontinued providing food animal services and have moved to providing only small animal veterinary care .  It is obviously difficult for food animal veterinarians to provide these services and live in this area while attempting to repay student loans.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: Areas that lack food animal veterinary care are extremely vulnerable to the effects of an undiagnosed contagious disease with a direct impact on the state and national food supply. It is a well-known fact that the Foot and Mouth Disease virus that caused the 2001 outbreak in Great Britain was circulating in the livestock herds several weeks before it was finally diagnosed. Veterinarians are critical in the first line of defense against such foreign animal diseases as well as intentional threats of bioterrorism. Within the past few decades, interstate and international travel has increased dramatically. This ability to move animals in commerce is important but could also move animal diseases, as well. Undetected diseased animals could move and spread disease across the country rapidly. Most weaned beef calves in Alabama are moved to feedlots in the panhandle of Texas and Oklahoma and to feedlots in Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas depending on breed. An infected calf could easily spread disease to many states, and the trained veterinarian could help prevent such an event. Should a FAD event occur, the veterinarian would play a critical role in the recovery and return of stable markets both foreign and domestic. Alabama anticipates a need for 30-40 veterinarians willing to provide food animal services over the next five years to ensure an uninterrupted food supply to the state and nation. Resources must be applied to attract food animal veterinarians to Alabama’s rural counties to support the livestock production industry and the food supply. 
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