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Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)
This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)
Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination
Location of Veterinary Shortage:

Arkansas - counties Calhoun, Clark, Cleveland, Dallas, Nevada, and Ouachita
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area
(or Location of Position if Type III):

Camden, Arkansas (Ouachita county)
(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage:

High Priority
______________

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)

________________________________________________________________________________
For Type I or II Private Practice:
Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________

May cover
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
Feral/Shelter
 Other: _____________________

For Type III Public Practice:
Position Title: _____________________
Employer: _____________________
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________
(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

50+

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).
Four companion animal practices have been identified in the proposed five county area. Three veterinarians are older solo practitioners; one
doctor associated with farm practice in the past has been licensed in Arkansas since 1967. Current large animal practitioners are ~60 miles to
the north/west or >100 miles to the east.
Two dozen counties in southwest Arkansas (75 in AR) support about 5% (n =49) of all the licensed veterinarians in the state (includes this
VMLRP proposal area). Approximately half of Arkansas' veterinarians are concentrated in ten counties in NW Arkansas and Central
Arkansas.
Cattle pastured in the area number 38,000 (NASS 2017). A small swine population is identified (500 sows). Equine number about 800 and
would be a significant component of local entertainment opportunities. Broilers (~ 9M) as well as >1 million layer chickens (commercial) at in
production at any given time. Local veterinary oversight of poultry interests could evolve as VCPR (prescription) issues and "third-party"
welfare audits become more common.
Feral hogs are of great concern in this part of the state. Past animal migration and the advent of hunting clubs promoting hog hunts in the past
(and importing swine for those purposes) has led to a long standing presence - therefore Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) surveillance rises in
importance.
Proximity
Texas and
may bemeeting
a portal for
entry
of smuggled
carrierinanimals
of all speciesarea,
from state/insular
Mexico or the Gulf
Please describe
thetoactivities
ofLouisiana
a veterinarian
this
shortage
situation
the community,
area,
coast areas.

or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

Geography is gently rolling to hilly with silty soils that can become "soupy" when wet. Timber stands and hay production are common uses for
land in the area. Two lane state highways and hard-surfaced county roads make up a large portion of the road system. An ambulatory
veterinary practice in the proposed area should be able to travel with considerable efficiency. A fixed base clinic would add considerably to
practice overhead and income requirements and likely imperil chances for early success.
The NASS 2012 census placed a value of approximately $170M for animal agriculture receipts in the proposal area.
The six counties in this proposal comprise over 3800 square miles. Census of ~1250 farms in the targeted area, averaging ~160 acres per
farmstead (from NASS 2012 summaries). Arkansas cattle farms average 40 head and are 97% family owned (Farm Bureau stats 2016).
Shortage of food animal veterinary services appears evident (current practices do not offer services). Economic viability of a new veterinary
practice could be a considerable challenge in the start up period. Diversity in service offerings (species) would be necessary, as well as
adequate reserve funding to "ride-out" the slow periods. Specialized bovine reproductive services (insemination/sychronization) and equine
health services may be needed to help build a sustainable enterprise in a reasonable time period. Return to area by a former local resident,
recentlydescribe
graduatedany
veterinarian
may to
be recruit
best scenario.
Please
past efforts
and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your

response to 750 characters or less).
Submitter is the new State Veterinarian for Arkansas (10/22/2018 start date); early in my veterinary career I started both a partnered and a solo
practice (in time, sold out of both interests). I have no prior knowledge of efforts to recruit a veterinarian for this particular proposal area. I do
not believe this geographic area or communities have been nominated for the program in past VMLRP submissions. The proposed area is
largely served by aging solo practitioners engaged in primarily companion animal practice. There is some evidence in the statistics reviewed
that average farm enterprise size (in acres) and gross receipts have increased modestly in the past five years, at least for some counties in the
proposal area.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).
The overall level of security of the domestic animal populations in the proposal area of southern Arkansas could decline. Feral hog populations
are on the rise statewide and pseudorabies virus has been detected in some groups of wild pigs surveyed. Other diseases affecting multiple
species are also of concern (FMD imitators, arboviral infections, external parasites - screwworm/ticks, blood borne diseases, etc).
Pest control and disease containment measures would suffer if implementation were needed. Veterinarians are looked to for guidance and
oversight - "locals" tend to react to known persons far better than "outsiders". Compliance becomes easier to obtain on the average.
A working knowledge of the geography and animal populations gained by local veterinarians is an invaluable asset in emergency response.
Interest in feral hog control will rise dramatically if the present global "swine fever" threat is realized in our "neck of the woods".
Public health services; Rabies control efforts in rural areas are important public programs. Considerable populations of "reservoir species"
inhabit the proposal area. Provision of gratis efforts present a challenge to practice cash flows, but veterinary services offered to domestic
animal sheltering services (dog/cat/horse/wild) could be beneficial to animal and human residents of the broader area.
I believe most reviewers of this request would agree that a veterinarian's presence would likely be beneficial, no matter the situation.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation



By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.



By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:
Name:
Title:
Organization:
Email:
Telephone Number:

Randolph J. Chick, DVM
AR State Veterinarian
AR Agriculture Department
randolph.chick@agriculture.arkansas.gov

501.823.1733
(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not
return the completed form to this address.
Form NIFA 2009‐0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050
Expiration Date:9/30/2019
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