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Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)
This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlirp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

. ) Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission - Diagnostic Laboratory
Location of Veterinary Shortage:

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)
Approximate Center of Shortage Area

. L . One Natuural Resources Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
(or Location of Position if Type IlI):

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)
Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type lll: Public Practice (awardee obligation at least 49% FTE or 19 hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
U Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
U Poultry U Poultry
U Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
U Other: U Other:

For Type Il Public Practice:
Emp|0yer: Arkansas Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory Position Title: Veterinary Pathologist - Specialist

Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
& Public Health
] Epidemiology
] Other: Histopathology Services

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

9% %
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

Agriculture is the largest component of the economy of the State of Arkansas. According to the USDA, receipts from all production livestock
and related products contributed $4.71 billion (57.4%) to the total agricultural economy of Arkansas in 2016. Poultry was the largest
component, but table egg production, turkeys, beef cattle, and meat and dairy goats also contribute. And according to AVMA statistics,
Arkansas has the highest percentage of households that own a dog in the United States.

The Little Rock Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, part of the Department of Agriculture’s Livestock and Poultry Commission, is the only
NAHLN-accredited facility in Arkansas. Client stakeholders include general and specialist, small- and large-animal veterinarians located
throughout the state, commercial animal producers, and individual animal owners. Monitoring herd/flock health and identifying causes of
morbidity and mortality in both production and companion animals is a time-critical activity for our clients. A quick case turn-around by
Pathology staff permits producers and veterinarians to manage disease appropriately.

The Little Rock location also houses the state's National Poultry Improvement Program, which requires considerable laboratory and gross
pathology support to monitor the health status of backyard birds. Any delay in identifying disease in this population would have a dramatic
negative impact on the commercial broiler sector.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

The Veterinary Pathologist Specialist is a 1.0 FTE position located in the Little Rock laboratory. Primary duties will be to facilitate timely
analysis and reporting of histopathological samples, obtained via necropsy cases or outside submissions of surgical biopsies. Production
animal cases are given priority in the work flow. However, companion animal biopsies represent a significant component. In 2018, the lab
processed 2630 stand-alone biopsies, which corresponds to an average daily throughput of 10 biopsies per working day. Communication of
the results to submitting veterinarians by phone or email in addition to a summary report is an essential task of this position. In all cases, the
Specialist will coordinate with the Pathology team to develop a coherent and unified analysis and report for the client.

The lab is a state-funded institution, and the veterinarian staff are responsible for public education activities, including attendance and
presentation at local conferences, and collaboration with other veterinarians to develop and deliver veterinary continuing education.

Necessary credentials for the Veterinary Pathologist Specialist include successful completion of at least Phase 1 of the ACVP board
certification exam. Access to board-certified veterinary pathologists for mentoring and case-based discussions as well as exposure to a wide
array of lesion types and species will form a sound training ground for the position holder to complete their board certification.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

Historically, the position has gone unfilled for periods of more than 20 months, forcing the laboratory to out-source histology analysis.
Announcements for the position were placed in public access websites, industry publications, and professional association communications.
The lack of a veterinary medical school in the state has hampered our success in recruiting for this position. Turnover in this position has been
high. State-mandated limits to potential salary ranges influence both candidate interest and professional retention. An added benefit of loan
repayment will be a pivotal factor in retention for this position.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

The contribution of the Veterinary Pathologist Specialist position to the health status of domestic animals in Arkansas is considerable. Weak
retention and subsequent outsourcing of histology analysis increases case turn-around time. This does not serve our client stakeholders’
needs. At present, critical production animal histology cases are interpreted in-house by a retired, board-certified veterinary pathologist serving
in a 0.25 FTE capacity. This is not a sustainable plan for the lab. Failure to have a full-time, in-house capacity for histological analysis of all
cases will continue to have a direct effect on management and treatment of disease as well as the lab’s ability to respond to disease outbreaks.

Inter-agency cooperation is important for managing both endemic and foreign animal disease threats to our commercial production sectors. For
example, we have identified Bluetongue Virus and Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in domestic ruminants in Arkansas. Both diseases are
reservoired in wildlife populations. Feral hog populations are on the rise statewide and pseudorabies has been reported. Foreign animal
disease threats are increasing in number, and the economic impact to the state could be severe. African Swine Fever now represents a very
real risk to swine production in the United States. The ability of the laboratory to work with other state and federal agencies to respond to a FAD
event requires a fully-staffed Pathology section at the lab.

The histopathology services provided by the lab play an important role in maintaining the robust agriculture sectors of the state, and in

monitoring public health. There is a strong need to retain a full-time Veterinary Pathologist Specialist who has the skills and ability to work in
this dynamic environment.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

vame. RANoIph Chick, DVM
e Arkansas State Veterinarian

Organization: Arkansas Department of Agriculture

emai. RANAOIph.Chick@arkansas.gov
Telephone Number: 5018231733

(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9t St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not
return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:9/30/2019
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	Employer: Arkansas Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
	Title: Arkansas State Veterinarian
	Organization: Arkansas Department of Agriculture
	Email: Randolph.Chick@arkansas.gov
	Telephone Number: 501.823.1733
	importance and objectives: Agriculture is the largest component of the economy of the State of Arkansas. According to the USDA, receipts from all production livestock and related products contributed $4.71 billion (57.4%) to the total agricultural economy of Arkansas in 2016. Poultry was the largest component, but table egg production, turkeys, beef cattle, and meat and dairy goats also contribute. And according to AVMA statistics, Arkansas has the highest percentage of households that own a dog in the United States. 

The Little Rock Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, part of the Department of Agriculture’s Livestock and Poultry Commission, is the only NAHLN-accredited facility in Arkansas. Client stakeholders include general and specialist, small- and large-animal veterinarians located throughout the state, commercial animal producers, and individual animal owners. Monitoring herd/flock health and identifying causes of morbidity and mortality in both production and companion animals is a time-critical activity for our clients. A quick case turn-around by Pathology staff permits producers and veterinarians to manage disease appropriately.

The Little Rock location also houses the state's National Poultry Improvement Program, which requires considerable laboratory and gross pathology support to monitor the health status of backyard birds. Any delay in identifying disease in this population would have a dramatic negative impact on the commercial broiler sector.

	activities:  The Veterinary Pathologist Specialist is a 1.0 FTE position located in the Little Rock laboratory. Primary duties will be to facilitate timely analysis and reporting of histopathological samples, obtained via necropsy cases or outside submissions of surgical biopsies. Production animal cases are given priority in the work flow. However, companion animal biopsies represent a significant component. In 2018, the lab processed 2630 stand-alone biopsies, which corresponds to an average daily throughput of 10 biopsies per working day. Communication of the results to submitting veterinarians by phone or email in addition to a summary report is an essential task of this position. In all cases, the Specialist will coordinate with the Pathology team to develop a coherent and unified analysis and report for the client.

The lab is a state-funded institution, and the veterinarian staff are responsible for public education activities, including attendance and presentation at local conferences, and collaboration with other veterinarians to develop and deliver veterinary continuing education.

Necessary credentials for the Veterinary Pathologist Specialist include successful completion of at least Phase 1 of the ACVP board certification exam. Access to board-certified veterinary pathologists for mentoring and case-based discussions as well as exposure to a wide array of lesion types and species will form a sound training ground for the position holder to complete their board certification.
	OtherDiscipline: Histopathology Services
	Past: Historically, the position has gone unfilled for periods of more than 20 months, forcing the laboratory to out-source histology analysis. Announcements for the position were placed in public access websites, industry publications, and professional association communications. The lack of a veterinary medical school in the state has hampered our success in recruiting for this position. Turnover in this position has been high. State-mandated limits to potential salary ranges influence both candidate interest and professional retention. An added benefit of loan repayment will be a pivotal factor in retention for this position. 
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The contribution of the Veterinary Pathologist Specialist position to the health status of domestic animals in Arkansas is considerable. Weak retention and subsequent outsourcing of histology analysis increases case turn-around time. This does not serve our client stakeholders’ needs. At present, critical production animal histology cases are interpreted in-house by a retired, board-certified veterinary pathologist serving in a 0.25 FTE capacity. This is not a sustainable plan for the lab. Failure to have a full-time, in-house capacity for histological analysis of all cases will continue to have a direct effect on management and treatment of disease as well as the lab’s ability to respond to disease outbreaks. 

Inter-agency cooperation is important for managing both endemic and foreign animal disease threats to our commercial production sectors. For example, we have identified Bluetongue Virus and Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in domestic ruminants in Arkansas. Both diseases are reservoired in wildlife populations. Feral hog populations are on the rise statewide and pseudorabies has been reported. Foreign animal disease threats are increasing in number, and the economic impact to the state could be severe. African Swine Fever now represents a very real risk to swine production in the United States. The ability of the laboratory to work with other state and federal agencies to respond to a FAD event requires a fully-staffed Pathology section at the lab.

The histopathology services provided by the lab play an important role in maintaining the robust agriculture sectors of the state, and in monitoring public health. There is a strong need to retain a full-time Veterinary Pathologist Specialist who has the skills and ability to work in this dynamic environment. 
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