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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official                        

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
This  form  must  be  used  for  Nomination  of  Veterinarian  Shortage  Situations  to  the  Veterinary  Medicine  Loan  Repayment  Program  
(VMLRP),  Authorized  Under  the  National  Veterinary  Medical  Service  Act  (NVMSA)  

Note:   Please  submit  one  separate  nomination  form  for  each  shortage  situation.   See  the  VMLRP Shortage     Allocations    section  of the    
VMLRP   web   site  (https://nifa.usda.gov/resourc  e/vmlrp-shortage-allocations          ) for   the number   of   nominations       permitted   for   your 
state or insular area. 
Location of Veterinary Shortage Area         for this N   ominati  on  

Location of Veterinary Shortage:       

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131, 
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: Arkansas Veterinary Diagnostic Lab
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Arkansas Department of Agriculture
	Email: randolph.chick@agriculture.arkansas.gov
	Telephone Number: 501.823.1733
	importance and objectives: Agriculture is the largest component of the economy of the State of Arkansas. According to the USDA, receipts from livestock and animal products contributed $5.06 billion (59%) to the total economy of Arkansas in 2019. Nationally, Arkansas is #2 in broiler production, #4 in turkey production, and #10 in table egg production. Broilers comprised 71% of total agricultural receipts in 2019, while beef operations contributed another 10%. Arkansas also leads the nation in aquaculture production of bait fish and sport fish hatchlings. 

The Little Rock Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, part of the Department of Agriculture, is the only NAHLN-accredited facility in Arkansas. Lab stakeholders include veterinarians, livestock and poultry producers, and individual animal owners located throughout the state. Lab personnel also work closely with the State Veterinarian and USDA officials. The primary mission of the lab is to assist stakeholders in monitoring herd and flock health and to rapidly identify causes of morbidity and mortality. Rapid, reliable case information response permits producers and veterinarians to manage disease outbreaks appropriately.

The Little Rock lab also houses the state's National Poultry Improvement Plan, which requires considerable laboratory and gross pathology support to monitor the health status of backyard birds. Delay in identifying disease in this population would have a dramatic negative impact on the commercial broiler sector.  



	activities: The Veterinary Diagnostician is a 1.0 FTE position. Necropsy services are a central part of the daily work requirements for this position, and include gathering history on submitted cases, performing necropsies on multiple species, observing and recording gross lesions, and collecting samples for ancillary tests including histopathology, microbiology, virology, and toxicology. Poultry account for 30% of necropsy cases annually, while other food animals represent 25% of total cases. Direct and timely communication with stakeholders is essential to the lab’s mission of monitoring the health of production animals so producers and veterinarians can make appropriate treatment decisions. A well-prepared recent graduate will gain significant and broad experience with many different species in this environment.

The lab is a state-funded institution, and the veterinarian staff are responsible for public education activities, including attendance and presentation at local conferences, and collaboration with other veterinarians.



	OtherDiscipline: Diagnostics
	Past: In the past, the Veterinary Diagnostician position has gone unfilled for more than 16 months. The lack of a veterinary medical school in the state has hampered our success in recruiting for this position. State-mandated limits on salary ranges influence both candidate interest and professional retention. An extramural sourced employee benefit of educational loan repayment has historically proven to have been a key factor in retention for this position. 
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The necropsy and gross pathology services provided by the lab play an important role in maintaining the robust agriculture sectors of the state, and in monitoring public health. There is a strong need to retain a full-time Veterinary Diagnostician who has the skills, ability, and desire to work in this dynamic environment. 

Based on input from the American Association for Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians, the Arkansas Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory has implemented a veterinary diagnostician necropsy service modeled after the North Carolina VDL. This plan utilizes veterinary diagnosticians to perform necropsies, report gross findings, and order ancillary tests (including histopathology). The histopathology service is staffed by an on-site, 0.25 FTE board-certified veterinary pathologist supplemented by pathology consultants as needed. Given the lack of a school of veterinary medicine in the state of Arkansas, and given the salary structure of the Arkansas VDL, recruitment and retention of veterinary specialists remains a constant challenge. The VMLRP program benefits are critical and essential allurements that are not offered by Arkansas VDL, but often possible in association with a veterinary teaching hospital. 

The contribution of a competent Veterinary Diagnostician to the health status of domestic animals in Arkansas is quite considerable. The necropsy and gross pathology services of the lab are available to all veterinarians and poultry and livestock producers in the state to help them manage and stay ahead of disease in their herds and flocks. Failure to retain a full-time Veterinary Diagnostician will negatively impact necropsy services, turn-around times, client communication and timely response to disease outbreaks in Arkansas’s animal production sectors. This will in turn have a direct effect on the agricultural and economic health of the state.

	Center: 1 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Veterinary Specialist
	FTE: 50
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: On
	Epi: On
	Other: On
	SAHO/State: Randolph Chick, DVM
	Shortage_Location: Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission - Diagnostic Laboratory
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: AR211
	MayOtherList: 


