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To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the VMLRP Shortage Allocations section of the
VMLRP web site (https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/vmlirp-shortage-allocations) for the number of nominations permitted for your
state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Location of Veterinary Shortage: AMERICAN SAMOA

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type IlI): PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type lll: Public Practice (awardee obligation at least 49% FTE or 19 hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
U Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
U Poultry U Poultry
U Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
U Other: U Other:

For Type Il Public Practice:
Employer: DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH Position Title: TERRITORYVETERINARIAN

Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
& Public Health
O Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

80 |%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

According to the 2010 Census, American Samoa has a population of approximately 55,500 people, with the majority living on Tutuila, the
largest of the four inhabited islands. Forthe past 3 years, there has been no U.S. licensed veterinarian in the territory. The number of
free-roaming dogs, estimated at over 3000, poses a risk to public health due to bite wounds, parasite transmission, as well as traffic
disruptions and vehicle crashes. A 2012 article in the Hawaii Journal of Medicine and Public Health reports that dog bites are the most
commonly reported injury at the territory's only emergency medical facility[1]. These animals also pose a risk to local agriculture and
livestock due to fecal contamination of agricultural land and the killing of food animals, predominantly chickens.

A Task Force on Stray Animal Prevention and Remediation was created in 2005, comprised of members of several government
departments. This Task Force has identified the hiring and retention of a U.S. licensed veterinarian as critical to controling the stray and
free-roaming animal population and reducing the negative impacts of these animals on human health.

[1] Incidence of Dog Bite Injuries in American Samoa and Their Impact on Society. Don Vargo, John M DePasquale, and Agnes M Vargo,
Hawaii J Med Public Health. 2012 Jan; 71(1): 6 - 12.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

The veterinarian in this position is expected to perform high quality, high volume spay neuter surgery to help control the free-roaming and
stray dog and cat populations of American Samoa. In addition to sterilization and population management, the veterinarian will conduct
vaccination and parasite reduction programs to reduce the potential reservoir of zoonotic diseases such as gastrointestinal parasites,
leptospirosis, and disease-carrying ectoparasites such as fleas, ticks, and mites. The veterinarian will work in cooperation with the
Department of Agriculture Plant & Animal Quarantine Division to maintain the rabies-free status of American Samoa and to minimize the risk
of entry of infectious and zoonotic animal diseases. The candidate will maintain DEA registration for the veterinary clinic, as well as USDA
veterinary accreditation.

The veterinarian will provide ongoing care to the working canines utilized by the Department of Public Safety (police) and the Department of
Homeland Security Customs and Border Protection, which help protect residents of American Samoa from illegal explosives, weapons, and
drugs. The handlers of these dogs currently rely on veterinarians located in Hawaii or other states, which can significantly delay availability
of treatment and increase its cost.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

A U.S. licensed veterinarian was employed by the government of American Samoa in 2017 and 2018 via the Department of Agriculture. The
veterinarian was not able to be retained due to lack of sufficient financial resources to provide a competitive salary or to keep the veterinarian
clinic appropriately stocked with the necessary vaccine, prescription medicines, and surgical supplies. Reliance on the intermittent visits of
volunteer veterinarians arranged by private non-profit organizations has fallen short of meeting the veterinarian needs of the territroy.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

If a U.S. licensed veterinarian cannot be recruited for the territory, the stray dog and cat population is expected to continue to increase, with a
proportional increase in bite injuries and the potential transmission of parasitic and zoonotic diseases. Continued increase in the animal
population with limited food resources will increase the danger to the public, as these dogs are more likely to be found in proximity to food
stores, restaurants, and residential garbage disposal sites, and to fight with other animals or humans over access to food. An abundance of
free-roaming animals in poor condition can pose a direct risk to tourists and serve as a deterrent to tourists visiting the territory, which could
have a negative impact on the economy.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

name:. MOTUSA TUILEAMA NUA
mwe. DIRECTOR

ASG DEPTOF HEALTH
tuinua@doh.as
684-633-4606

(Area code required)

Organization:

Email:

Telephone Number:

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131,
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:12/31/2022
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	Employer: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
	Title: DIRECTOR
	Organization: ASG DEPT OF HEALTH
	Email: tuinua@doh.as
	Telephone Number: 684-633-4606
	importance and objectives: According to the 2010 Census, American Samoa has a population of approximately 55,500 people, with the majority living on Tutuila, the largest of the four inhabited islands.  For the past 3 years, there has been no U.S. licensed veterinarian in the territory. The number of free-roaming dogs, estimated at over 3000, poses a risk to public health due to bite wounds, parasite transmission, as well as traffic disruptions and vehicle crashes.  A 2012 article in the Hawaii Journal of Medicine and Public Health reports that dog bites are the most commonly reported injury at the territory's only emergency medical facility[1]. These animals also pose a risk to local agriculture and livestock due to fecal contamination of agricultural land and the killing of food animals, predominantly chickens. 

A Task Force on Stray Animal Prevention and Remediation was created in 2005, comprised of members of several government departments. This Task Force has identified the hiring and retention of a U.S. licensed veterinarian as critical to controling the stray and free-roaming animal population and reducing the negative impacts of these animals on human health. 

[1] Incidence of Dog Bite Injuries in American Samoa and Their Impact on Society. Don Vargo, John M DePasquale, and Agnes M Vargo, Hawaii J Med Public Health. 2012 Jan; 71(1): 6 - 12.
	activities: The veterinarian in this position is expected to perform high quality, high volume spay neuter surgery  to help control the free-roaming and stray dog and cat populations of American Samoa. In addition to sterilization and population management, the veterinarian will conduct vaccination and parasite reduction programs to reduce the potential reservoir of zoonotic diseases such as gastrointestinal parasites, leptospirosis, and disease-carrying ectoparasites such as fleas, ticks, and mites. The veterinarian will work in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture Plant & Animal Quarantine Division to maintain the rabies-free status of American Samoa and to minimize the risk of entry of infectious and zoonotic animal diseases. The candidate will maintain DEA registration for the veterinary clinic, as well as USDA veterinary accreditation. 

The veterinarian will provide ongoing care to the working canines utilized by the Department of Public Safety (police) and the Department of Homeland Security Customs and Border Protection, which help protect residents of American Samoa from illegal explosives, weapons, and drugs. The handlers  of these dogs currently rely on veterinarians located in Hawaii or other states, which can significantly delay availability of treatment and increase its cost. 
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: A U.S. licensed veterinarian was employed by the government of American Samoa in 2017 and 2018 via the Department of Agriculture. The veterinarian was not able to be retained due to lack of sufficient financial resources to provide a competitive salary or to keep the veterinarian clinic appropriately stocked with the necessary vaccine, prescription medicines, and surgical supplies. Reliance on the intermittent visits of volunteer veterinarians arranged by private non-profit organizations has fallen short of meeting the veterinarian needs of the territroy. 
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: If a U.S. licensed veterinarian cannot be  recruited for the territory, the stray dog and cat population is expected to continue to increase, with a proportional increase in bite injuries and the potential transmission of parasitic and zoonotic diseases. Continued increase in the animal population with limited food resources will increase the danger to the public, as these dogs are more likely to be found in proximity to food stores, restaurants, and residential garbage disposal sites, and to fight with other animals or humans over access to food. An abundance of free-roaming animals in poor condition can pose a direct risk to tourists and serve as a deterrent to tourists visiting the territory, which could have a negative impact on the economy. 
	Center: PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799
	Priority: [Critical]
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