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To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)
This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)
Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination
Lassen

Location of Veterinary Shortage:

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area
(or Location of Position if Type III):

Susanville, CA
(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage:

Moderate Priority
______________

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)

________________________________________________________________________________
For Type I or II Private Practice:
Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________

May cover
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________

For Type III Public Practice:
Position Title: _____________________
Employer: _____________________
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________
(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).
Lassen is a relatively remote part of the State of California with a significant beef cattle population. Having veterinary involvement in an area
such as this is extremely important for disease detection, as well as for food safety concerns. An accredited veterinarian practicing in this area
is a key component to the early detection system protecting the California livestock industry from emerging diseases and from Foreign Animal
Diseases (FAD). Because of the remoteness of the cattle population and ample opportunities for interaction with wildlife, including the native
deer population, a delayed detection of an FAD where the disease has the opportunity to become entrenched in the area could be very costly
to the State. This position would also support emergency response, both as a first responder for FAD and for the impending risk of wildfire in
these rural dry communities in California or other natural disasters such as earthquakes and floods, resulting in high animal care needs and
the critical necessity for a vet to participate with incident command.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).
The veterinarian would perform the typical duties of a food animal practitioner, including, but not limited to: pregnancy diagnosis, dystocia or
obstetrical difficulties, FAD surveillance, semen evaluation, trichomonosis testing and diagnosis, and overall herd health practices
(vaccination, castration, and testing requirements for state and federal regulations). Additionally, the practitioner is going to have ever
increasing role in antimicrobial use because of national and state regulations, due to California State law, producers are now required to have
a VCPR, resulting in approximately 200 more VCPRs needing to be established with local farms and ranches. Lassen County is estimated to
have cow to calves herd of 40,000 head and 7900 sheep.
Note that Lassen County has 3 million plus acres of farmland and rangeland grazing forested land. Currently, there are no veterinarians
dedicated to large animal practice, although their services are dearly needed. There are 6 California-based veterinarians to cover all of Modoc
and into the northern areas of Lassen and Shasta counties, so the addition of another veterinarian would allow for more timely and routine
calls, as well as emergency services. Although there are “mixed animal practitioners” in the area, the majority of these veterinarians maintain
very few large beef and small ruminant herds, nor have the herd health confidence to provide guidance to the many production units in the
area.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).
Recruitment in this area has historically been extremely difficult due to the remoteness of Lassen, largely high desert plains and mountain. The
closest major cities without driving through National Parks are Redding (2 1/2 hour drive), and Sacramento (3 1/12 hour drive). Limited local
service is provided by small animal practitioners. The main source of assistance comes from a practice in Cedarville (Modoc County)approximately 60 miles via Highway 395 to the closest northern area (Sage Hen, CA) and approximately 120 miles to Susanville, CA.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).
Practicing veterinarians in neighboring Modoc County, amongst other counties, have driven down to the area to provide coverage thus far. The
hope would be to establish a food animal practitioner, using the mentorship of other vets in the area, to get help with the food animal work,
because being the sole practitioner in the area is unsustainable. With a VMLRP nomination in Lassen, this would substantially incentivize a
new vet to settle in the area, or a current Modoc practitioner to develop their practice in Lassen. Due to the distance needed to travel and
decreased veterinarian availability, producers are not receiving the assistance they need to ensure their herds are being appropriately
managed, therefore endangering them to foreign disease, welfare issues, and overall loss of income. Even more important for the state as a
whole, if there is not adequate surveillance, as provided by a USDA-accredited veterinarian, this area could be at new FAD entry into the local
population through high wildlife traffic and migration, and then propagation without detection of significant disease until it is entrenched in the
local community. This is a very rural county cluster in Northeast California Sierras that relies on animal agriculture as one of the key sources of
local employment. Anything that might impact animal agriculture here from devastating diseases to animal health care becoming too expensive
because of continued reliance on distant veterinarians to prescribe antimicrobial drugs, could reduce or eliminate animal agriculture, thereby
heavily impacting the local community. Currently, there are only 3 local veterinarians working on livestock in the area, but one is not practicing,
and two are mixed animal practitioners serving the two small townships in the area, with a focus on companion animals. The limited focus on
large animal mobile services restricts veterinary coverage within the area for over 41,000 head of cattle and approximately 8000 head of sheep.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation



By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.



By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:
Name:
Title:
Organization:
Email:
Telephone Number:

Annette Jones, DVM
State Veterinarian
CA Dept of Food and Agriculture

annette.jones@cdfa.ca.gov

916-900-5000
(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not
return the completed form to this address.
Form NIFA 2009‐0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050
Expiration Date:9/30/2019

Page 3 of 3

