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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 

Page 2 of 3 



       

                                   

                                   

                                         
                            

                 

                   

 

 

 

 

   
   

                                     
                                    

                                                 
                                      

                                          
             

     
           

   

SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: 
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: California Department of Food and Agriculture
	Email: Annette.Jones@cdfa.ca.gov
	Telephone Number: (916)900-5000
	importance and objectives: The major objective for the veterinarian filling this shortage is to provide services to livestock producers and large animal owners within the county, especially remote agricultural zones such as the Covelo area and coastal regions with limited road access. Currently, there is no large animal stationary facility in the county and the few practicing large animal veterinarians all have mobile-only practices. Producers in the area have restricted access to large animal specialty care, which has resulted in lack of availability for timely routine wellness checks, inadequate access to emergency services, and limited expertise in crucial areas for basic animal husbandry, such as cattle pregnancy checks. In emergent events, owners are often only left with the option to haul to UC Davis or Sonoma County to receive services, which can take over 2 hours without traffic, or to euthanize on site. Mendocino County covers 3,878 square miles and has a population density of 23 people per square mile. A secondary objective is providing veterinary services for small (hobby) farms as well as a robust youth agriculture program in the area. These operations often require more time and nuanced care, with educational farm visits that may rely on veterinarians to inform them on safe and sustainable animal agriculture practices to maintain good welfare standards and educate them on pharmaceutical considerations not normally discussed on smaller farms or in the pet populations.
	activities: Producers require consultation regarding appropriate preventive health programs, consultation on vaccination programs, pregnancy confirmation and other foundational veterinary activities. The veterinarian will provide on-farm development of treatment protocols, including justification, use, and implementation. Developing appropriate vaccine and parasite prevention protocols that take the large wildlife interface and biosecurity risk of the local community into consideration will help mitigate disease transmission. Services required on an emergency basis will range from dystocias, trauma, and toxicoses, to herd and flock level disease threats, such as mass die-offs or wildfire. The veterinarian will provide on-call services to livestock operations in the area; there will be significant travel involved including long drives to the remotest areas of the county where livestock are both a livelihood and a fire mitigation tool.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: Veterinary clinics in the area have been actively trying to recruit associates or partners for several years in this county. The cost of living in California, even in a lower cost-of-living county, has made recruiting large animal vets extremely challenging. Due to the mobile nature of large animal practitioners in the county, the majority of the existing practices are solo practitioners and have not been able to offer employment or adequate mentoring.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: Without proper access to large animal veterinarians, local producers can lose their livelihood due to increased livestock losses secondary to health complications or be forced to move business out of county in search of better care, further depressing the county economy. When veterinarians are not available to prescribe appropriate medications, there is delayed veterinary treatment, increasing morbidity and reducing productivity, which forces producers and owners to manage without expert care, treating animals themselves without proper diagnosis or medications. Overall herd health, food supply quality, and farm productivity can also be severely compromised. There is a large deer and feral pig population that poses a threat of disease transmission through shared grazing space with cattle, equids, and backyard/4-H swine. The extreme remoteness of some areas within this Northern coastal county provides ideal conditions for wildlife to be chronic transmissible disease carriers, embedding it within the county without detection for some time. Also, there has been past crossover between oceanic disease reservoirs and land animal disease within the state of California. Some diseases even mimic foreign animal diseases, an important reason to have an astute local veterinarian able to utilize their diagnostic skills to assess, investigate, and report foreign animal diseases.
	Center: Ukiah
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: On
	MustDairy: On
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: On
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: On
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: On
	Position: 
	FTE: 
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: Annette Jones, DVM
	Shortage_Location: Mendocino County
	Shortage_Type: [II]
	NominationID: CA202
	MayOtherList: Bison, Llamas, Equids


