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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) US Department of Agriculture 
Form NIFA 2009‐0001 

OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Veterinarian Shortage Situation Expiration Date: 9/30/2019 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one) 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety 
 Public Health 
 Epidemiology 
 Other: _____________________ 

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
 
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:9/30/2019 
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	Employer: Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Georgia Department of Agriculture
	Email: Robert.Cobb@agr.georgia.gov
	Telephone Number: 404-656-3671
	importance and objectives: The Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network (GPLN) is the only Official State Agency within the State of Georgia that can perform mandatory testing of live poultry for the presence of Salmonella, Mycoplasma, and Avian influenza for the purposes of bird movement and slaughter. As Georgia is the number one producer of poultry products in the United States, it is important to ensure that the laboratory is well staffed with veterinarians that are familiar with the poultry industry. A majority of the case load is derived from the commercial industry but there is also a large component that arises from backyard flocks and small flock owners. The veterinarians at GPLN help safeguard the commercial industry within Georgia by ensuring that backyard flock owners have veterinary care readily available and makes backyard flock owners aware of highly contagious diseases of poultry as well as teaching important preventative measures (such as the importance of biosecurity and early detection) to keep spread of poultry diseases from the backyard flock to the commercial industry at a minimum.
	activities: The GPLN Veterinarian would be available to assist poultry producers with issues related to disease monitoring, disease prevention, food safety/foodborne illnesses (as they relate to egg and meat production) and be available as a resource for animal welfare issues and governmental regulations. This veterinarian will be expected to provide service to the entire poultry industry within North Georgia, but may also be asked to attend and provide professional services to poultry producers in South Georgia. A veterinarian in this position should be familiar with all forms of poultry production and poultry welfare. They must be able to provide input for the control and epidemiology of bacterial/viral diseases in commercial and non-commercial live production and processing for the purposes addressing NPIP, FDA, and FSIS regulations. They also serve as a resource for overall animal health in commercial and non-commercial systems.
	OtherDiscipline: poultry
	Past:  Recruitment and retaining a poultry veterinarian in this area is difficult due to the fact that the
laboratory is a public non-profit entity. The salary for a veterinarian in this area is much lower than the poultry veterinarians being employed by private companies. Recruitment for veterinary positions at the laboratory typically occurs through meetings and events held by organizations such as the American Association of Avian Pathologists (AAAP) and the Georgia Veterinary Medical Association. The last 3 veterinarians that were hired by the laboratory found a different employer within the private sector after being employed at the laboratory for 3 years (on average).
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistical Services, in 2018 alone, there were over 1 billion chickens raised in the State of Georgia for the purposes of Broiler production. This number does not include all of the egg layers, hatching eggs, breeders, pheasants, or quail that is produced in Georgia. The total number of birds raised in the state of Georgia is enough to make poultry production one of the most important agricultural industries in the state and further allows the state to boast being number one in broiler production in the nation. This also translates in a way so that if the State of Georgia was a country, it would be within the top 5 poultry producers on an international level. The industry within the state is large and is continuously growing. It is important to keep up with the demands of an industry that always seems to be expanding.
 As the commercial industry is pressured to stop the use of all antibiotics, it has become more important to have veterinarians on hand that are experienced in diagnostics, early detection and prevention. As these antibiotics are no longer being used, we are starting to see bacterial infections in poultry that we haven’t seen in years and we are beginning to see shifts in Salmonella populations that are resulting in increased human infections. The preventative measures and increased monitoring in live production and processing plants will be increasingly important.
 In addition to this, some of the smaller poultry companies in Georgia are still not able to hire a company veterinarian and rely heavily on the services that GPLN provides. Many of the backyard flock owners have extreme difficulty in locating a veterinarian that is willing to work on poultry species and therefore they have to rely heavily on the services that the laboratory provides for disease detection and prevention. As one of the most important agricultural commodities in the State, it is extremely important to secure and retain poultry vets.
	Center: Hall County, Georgia
	Priority: [High]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Veterinarian
	FTE: 
	FoodSafety: On
	PH: On
	Epi: On
	Other: On
	SAHO/State: Robert M. Cobb, Jr. DVM
	Shortage_Location: Dade, Catoosa, Walker, Whitfield, Murray, Fannin, Gilmer, Union, Lumpkin, White, Towns, Habersham, Rabun, Stephens, Franklin, Hart, Elbert, Banks, Madison, Jackson, Lumpkin, Dawson, Gordon, Chatooga, Bartow, Forsyth, Hall, Oconee, Morgan, Walton, Greene, Oglethorpe
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: GA205
	MayOtherList: 


