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Moderate Priority

Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)
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The importance and objectives of the veterinarian in this shortage situation would be food animal veterinary practice with support for other 
endeavors such as companion animal practice (to supplement salary) and collaboration with University and State/Federal Officials regarding 
County Food Animal Health Issues. Currently there are ~140,000 cattle in Hawaii with ~16,000 on Kauai County where increases in beef and 
dairy production is being undertaken. Pigs are also a keystone of Polynesian culture and recent growth of the small ruminant sector and 
increasing aquaculture production will require food animal expertise. Kauai currently has a single veterinary practitioner willing to provide 
~30% of her services to the livestock industries. With increased demand for local meat production and the need for greater food security for 
the islands, the primary objective will be to secure the veterinary services of a food animal practitioner for Kauai County. A secondary role will 
be to collaborate with University of Hawaii Extension personnel (Agents, Specialists, and Veterinarian) and with State/Federal Veterinary 
Officials related to food animal health. 

The activities of the veterinarian in this shortage situation will be to provide food animal health expertise to Kauai County and its food animal
producers. There are opportunities to supplement the salary of the individual with higher-paying fields such as companion animal practice with
the State’s growing population and their companion animals. The third area of activity for this veterinarian will be interaction with
State/Federal Veterinary Officials and University of Hawaii Extension (Agents, Specialists, and Veterinarian) to contribute to initiatives to
ensure food security and animal health. The veterinarian hired through the VMLRP will not have an appointment within the University or
State/Federal agencies, but rather to be an active veterinary community member in this regard.

Past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian for food animal practice has focused on involvement of pre- veterinary and veterinary students in
local practices before they graduate in hopes of their return to the islands. However, most students do not return because of mainland job
opportunities and the expense of living in Hawaii. Those that do return stay long-term with successful practices, although in companion animal
practice due to higher salaries. The ability to recruit a high quality veterinarian with longevity for food animal practice would be greatly
facilitated with the VMLRP to offset the high cost of living in Hawaii.

Food security is a tremendous issue for the geographically isolated islands of Hawaii in many regards. Hawaii imports vast amounts of food
from around the globe, including products that could come from local food animal producers. Economically, the beef industry alone contributed
over $1.8 billion to the State in direct and indirect contributions in 2005. The national average of labor force employed by agriculture is 2%;
however, Hawaii's agricultural labor force accounts for ~5% of the population pointing to the importance of these industries both culturally and
economically. Additionally, Hawaii is a major location for tourism and importation of goods, making it susceptible to introduction of foreign and
domestic animal disease and other animal health threats. Finally, Hawaii serves as a gateway of information and expertise for the Pacific
Region and internationally for animal health with numerous visitors attending veterinary continuing education in Hawaii from around the Pacific
and globe. If this position is not secured, a downturn in the capacity of Kauai County for livestock production could occur due to lack of
veterinary expertise. Sustainable agriculture requires the inclusion of veterinarians to ensure animal health, food security, and support Pacific
and International veterinary capabilities.
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