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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) US Department of Agriculture 
Form NIFA 2009‐0001 

OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Veterinarian Shortage Situation Expiration Date: 9/30/2019 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one) 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety 
 Public Health 
 Epidemiology 
 Other: _____________________ 

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
 
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:9/30/2019 
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	Employer: Illinois Dept. of Agriculture
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Illinois Department of Agriculture
	Email: mark.ernst@illinois.gov
	Telephone Number: 217/782-4944
	importance and objectives: The Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) Meat and Poultry Inspection is mandated by law to perform inspections on a daily basis in each licensed establishment that produces meat and poultry products. The program administered by the State of Illinois must be "at least equal to or greater than" the federal meat and poultry inspection program standards. The Illinois Veterinary Consumer Safety Officers (VCSO) are the subject matter experts at the state level that ensure meat and poultry establishments stay in accordance with both the USDA/FSIS and Illinois regulations. Further, they ensure the FSIS benchmarks for humane handling reviews and food safety assessments. 

The VCSO positions have been difficult to fill due to the entry level salary, extensive geographic dispersion of work, unbecoming job responsibilities, and increased cost of living. This has resulted in 2-3 vacant VCSO positions since 2012. Most applicants interested in the Illinois Meat and Poultry Inspection service have declined employment offers for better compensation, recruitment incentives, and benefit packages offered by the federal Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) or private/corporate practice.

Retaining a VCSO in this area has become a critical need as a large number of high risk hogs and poultry are received at Talmadge-Aiken (TA) and state establishments in this area that require frequent veterinary dispositions and oversight to ensure a safe food supply. 

	activities: Veterinary Consumer Safety Officers (VCSO's) are responsible for administration of the Illinois Meat and Poultry Inspection Act which protects the consumer in relation to wholesomeness, deceptive advertising and proper labeling of meat and poultry products. Additionally, through a cooperative agreement with FSIS, the Illinois Department of Agriculture oversees the daily operations of federal establishments that operate under a Talmadge-Aiken (TA) agreement in Illinois. 

VCSO's are vital members of the inspection team that verify compliance with animal welfare standards and conduct comprehensive food safety assessments at state establishments in which they consider all  aspects of food safety that relate to that establishment and the products they produce. VCSO's are liaisons to both meat inspection personnel as well as small plant owners. VSCO's are teacher's that provide regulatory insight and guidance.  Additionally, VCSO's verify that establishments meet HACCP regulations, perform final dispositions on all suspect animals/carcasses, and submit samples for testing from carcasses and finished products for microbiological and chemical hazards. Finally, veterinarians in meat inspection are often the front runner in early detection of reportable animal health diseases and play an integral part in the overall animal health monitoring system during an outbreak investigation.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: Recruitment for VCSO positions has been hampered because of entry-level salaries and lack of funding for raises. Most veterinarians interested in employment have significant student loans which cause financial hardship if income is not adequate to cover the cost of living and loan repayment. It is also very challenging to recruit veterinarians with large animal backgrounds. Most interested candidates pursue positions in other fields/agencies due to be better recruitment incentives. Additionally, VCSO's  are required to attend intense,expensive, multi-week, out-of-state training courses involving difficult working conditions and extended travel. IDOA has advertised the vacant positions through ISVMA job postings and University outreach.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The meat and poultry industry is the largest segment of U.S. agriculture; Illinois is one of the top producing states responsible for manufacturing safe, wholesome, non-adulterated food not only for Illinois, but nationwide. Illinois has maintained one of the strongest state meat inspection programs for years; VCSO's working in Illinois perform many duties involved in the safe production of these meat and poultry products. VCSO's are fundamental to ensure that dangerous organisms/contaminants (such as E.coli, Listeria, and Salmonella) do not contaminate our food supply and to prevent foodborne illness. In recent years, focus has also been on allergens as well as foreign materials, such as plastic and metal. VCSO's sample, examine, and test suspect carcasses for possible residues such as antibiotics, pesticides, and hormones. Securing additional VCSO positions within the state of Illinois would help ensure a safer meat inspection system within our state and consequently prevent shipment of contaminated food products within our communities, interstate commerce, and foreign countries. The shortage and absence of VCSO's impedes our department to ensure that food safety assessments are performed thoroughly within a timely manner and that establishments are complying with regulatory and humane handling standards. 

While most segments of meat inspection have declined, this particular area in central Illinois has continued to flourish. The number of both state and federal plants has continued to grow. All the while, the shortage of food animal veterinarians continues, making it a challenge for the state program to recruit and retain veterinarians with a large animal background/expertise to cover this area of the state. Retaining a VCSO position in this region of Illinois has become a critical need for our department. It is crucial to have a veterinarian on staff in this area to better respond and support our bureau functions to safeguard both animal and human health.
	Center: Illinois Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection, 
801 E. Sangamon Ave. Springfield, IL 62794

	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Veterinary Consumer Safety Officer
	FTE: 100
	FoodSafety: On
	PH: On
	Epi: On
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: Mark J. Ernst
	Shortage_Location: Champaign
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: IL205
	MayOtherList: 


