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To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program

(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the VMLRP Shortage Allocations section of the
VMLRP web site (https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/vmlirp-shortage-allocations) for the number of nominations permitted for your

state or insular area.
Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Location of Veterinary Shortage: Grundy, lllinois with a geographical radius of 50 miles.

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type IlI): Morris, IL 60450

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
] Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
& Swine U Swine
U Poultry & Poultry
& Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
] Other: Equine U Other:

For Type Il Public Practice:

Employer: Position Title:
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
O Public Health
O Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the mi

nimum

required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the

shortage type indicated.

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

This is a unique small,rural county with a population ~50,000 and 412 farms,neighboring the expansive Chicago suburbs. The number of
consumers seeking locally produced food continues to grow resulting in many niche markets from small farms. These producers need access
to care and consultation with a food animal veterinarian. There is an urgent need in this area for a veterinarian committed to practicing food
animal veterinary medicine and to serve as an advisor to help producers troubleshoot problems and make sound decisions regarding their
livestock. The deficiency of veterinarians willing to commit to large animal medicine in this area impacts animal and public health.
Veterinarians that have retired or transitioned away from food animal practice in this area has left the local agricultural community without
access to adequate and timely care. As animal welfare, humane handling and food safety continue to evolve in animal agriculture, the
relationship between a local veterinarian and producer is more important than ever. Chicago is a port of entry for thousands of people,
animals and animal agriculture products. Retaining a food animal veterinarian is critical to lllinois not only for their service to the local
producers, but also to position a veterinarian in this high profile area that can impact an lllinois' emergency preparedness response. A local
veterinary role in event of an intentional/accidental foreign animal disease outbreak is invaluable to regulatory officials.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

A veterinarian in this shortage area would be expected to interact with livestock producers through preventative herd health programs as well
as individual animal care to provide emergency, medical and surgical services. We are seeking to recruit and retain a veterinarian that will
provide veterinary services to these livestock producers. The veterinary activities needed by the livestock producers in Grundy county and the
surrounding areas include access to readily available emergency veterinary services; completion of certificates of veterinary inspection and
animal health testing requirements needed in order to ship livestock in interstate commerce; disease diagnostics for routine illness including
necropsy, sample collection and submission, result interpretation and follow up; disease surveillance and diagnostics for state and federal
cooperative disease programs; reproductive management; routine livestock health care needs ranging from acute illness to dystocia and
obstetrical difficulties or trauma; routine services such as castration, dehorning and vaccination; and Veterinary Feed Directive information/
nutrition consultation. A veterinarian in this area would be expected to serve clients in need of regulatory services at the farm level by utilizing
their APHIS Category Il accreditation status. A sound knowledge and compliance with state and federal rules is expected.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

In the past, the State of lllinois has attempted to fill a nearby position located in Kankakee county without any success. The State of lllinois
believes recruiting and retaining a food animal veterinarian in this area is vital to the success of these local lllinois livestock producers for years
to come. The VMLRP would help to alleviate the debt load of a veterinarian willing to establish a veterinary practice and community roots in
this area, allowing them to stay in a rural practice where the salary is not as high compared to more urban areas.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

This is an area of lllinois with an ever present livestock population and a scarce supply of veterinarians with large animal expertise. The
deficiency of veterinarians willing to be dedicated to large animal medicine in the area also puts animal and human health at risk. Recent
zoonotic outbreaks and the increasing need for proactive bio-security planning places a high demand on large animal veterinarians for animal
agriculture production. Additionally, there is an on-going need for veterinary outreach through youth organizations to educate on animal
husbandry, animal disease prevention and farm biosecurity, and to inspire the next generation of animal health professionals. It is critical to
retain a large animal veterinarian willing to live in this area. If a veterinarian cannot be retained for this region, it will be necessary for
established practitioners outside this region to either travel more extensively to service the food animal clients or limit/refuse services to
producers. Either option ultimately results in decreased interaction between food animal producers and veterinarians. Food safety, animal
welfare and humane care are all negatively impacted when veterinarians are not part of the food animal production system and disease
mitigation slows. Securing a veterinarian in this area would have a strong impact on the local/regional community, and potentially affect related
industries on a national and international level.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

name: Mark J. Ernst
e Otate Veterinarian
Il Dept. of Agriculture

Organization:

mark.ernst@illinois.gov
217-785-5680

(Area code required)

Email:

Telephone Number:

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131,
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:12/31/2022
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	Employer: 
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Il Dept. of Agriculture
	Email: mark.ernst@illinois.gov
	Telephone Number: 217-785-5680
	importance and objectives: This is a unique small,rural county with a population ~50,000 and 412 farms,neighboring the expansive Chicago suburbs. The number of consumers seeking locally produced food continues to grow resulting in many niche markets from small farms. These producers need access to care and consultation with a food animal veterinarian. There is an urgent need in this area for a veterinarian committed to practicing food animal veterinary medicine and to serve as an advisor to help producers troubleshoot problems and make sound decisions regarding their livestock. The deficiency of veterinarians willing to commit to large animal medicine in this area impacts animal and public health. Veterinarians that have retired or transitioned away from food animal practice in this area has left the local agricultural community without access to adequate and timely care. As animal welfare, humane handling and food safety continue to evolve in animal agriculture, the relationship between a local veterinarian and producer is more important than ever. Chicago is a port of entry for thousands of people, animals and animal agriculture products. Retaining a food animal veterinarian is critical to Illinois not only for their service to the local producers, but also to position a veterinarian in this high profile area that can impact an Illinois' emergency preparedness response. A local veterinary role in event of an intentional/accidental foreign animal disease outbreak is invaluable to regulatory officials.
	activities: A veterinarian in this shortage area would be expected to interact with livestock producers through preventative herd health programs as well as individual animal care to provide emergency, medical and surgical services. We are seeking to recruit and retain a veterinarian that will provide veterinary services to these livestock producers. The veterinary activities needed by the livestock producers in Grundy county and the surrounding areas include access to readily available emergency veterinary services; completion of certificates of veterinary inspection and animal health testing requirements needed in order to ship livestock in interstate commerce; disease diagnostics for routine illness including necropsy, sample collection and submission, result interpretation and follow up; disease surveillance and diagnostics for state and federal cooperative disease programs; reproductive management; routine livestock health care needs ranging from acute illness to dystocia and obstetrical difficulties or trauma; routine services such as castration, dehorning and vaccination; and Veterinary Feed Directive information/ nutrition consultation. A veterinarian in this area would be expected to serve clients in need of regulatory services at the farm level by utilizing their APHIS Category II accreditation status. A sound knowledge and compliance with state and federal rules is expected.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: In the past, the State of Illinois has attempted to fill a nearby position located in Kankakee county without any success. The State of Illinois believes recruiting and retaining a food animal veterinarian in this area is vital to the success of these local Illinois livestock producers for years to come. The VMLRP would help to alleviate the debt load of a veterinarian willing to establish a veterinary practice and community roots in this area, allowing them to stay in a rural practice where the salary is not as high compared to more urban areas.


	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: This is an area of Illinois with an ever present livestock population and a scarce supply of veterinarians with large animal expertise. The deficiency of veterinarians willing to be dedicated to large animal medicine in the area also puts animal and human health at risk. Recent zoonotic outbreaks and the increasing need for proactive bio-security planning places a high demand on large animal veterinarians for animal agriculture production. Additionally, there is an on-going need for veterinary outreach through youth organizations to educate on animal husbandry, animal disease prevention and farm biosecurity, and to inspire the next generation of animal health professionals. It is critical to retain a large animal veterinarian willing to live in this area. If a veterinarian cannot be retained for this region, it will be necessary for established practitioners outside this region to either travel more extensively to service the food animal clients or limit/refuse services to producers. Either option ultimately results in decreased interaction between food animal producers and veterinarians. Food safety, animal welfare and humane care are all negatively impacted when veterinarians are not part of the food animal production system and disease mitigation slows. Securing a veterinarian in this area would have a strong impact on the local/regional community, and potentially affect related industries on a national and international level. 
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