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Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the VMLRP Shortage Allocations section of the
VMLRP web site (https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/vmlirp-shortage-allocations) for the number of nominations permitted for your
state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Location of Veterinary Shortage: Riverside Co. (CA) and La Paz Co. (AZ)

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type IlI): Blythe, CA 92225

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: Critical Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type |: Private practice, Food animal medicine (awardee obligation: 80% FTE or 32hr/wk)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
] Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle & Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
U Poultry & Poultry
& Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
U Other: X Other: Rabbits, Bees

For Type Il Public Practice:

Employer: Position Title:
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
O Public Health
O Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

The objective in this shortage area is to serve commercial agricultural areas, with many cattle ranches and small ruminant operations within a
practice region spanning the California/Arizona border. There is currently only one veterinarian serving >10,000 square miles, from Parker,
Arizona (north) to Cibola, Arizona (south) and from Desert Center, California (west) to Salome, Arizona (east). According to NASS (2017),
Riverside County alone has over 65,000 cattle, with about 8000 sheep. This proposed area encompasses Riverside County in California and
La Paz County in Arizona, which includes the Colorado River Indian Reservation. The current vet has been called for farm animal services all
the way to Lake Havasu City, Arizona, and Brawley, CA, both over 90 miles from his current base of operations. Livestock clients find it
increasingly difficult to obtain timely responses to appointment requests and emergency calls due to the sole practitioner’'s heavy caseload
and inability to leave at short notice. The current vet has served faithfully for decades and is hoping to retire soon; this large practice area will
then have no veterinary services. This is especially problematic because transporting livestock long distances to alternate care providers for
urgent livestock conditions can be difficult. There are also large 4-H and FFA programs in this area, which would suffer without the emergency
care and preventive health services now available.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

Current vet needs in the interstate area include reproduction evaluation of bulls before sales, brucellosis vaccination, and issuing 200-300
inspection certificates for cattle, swine, sheep, and goats for interstate movement. Three border inspection stations in the practice area
routinely request veterinary help to facilitate interstate livestock movement. Interstate 10, included in the shortage area, is a major artery for
livestock movement in the US and with Mexico; animals in transit here have needed emergency care. Mass poisonings in beef cattle, which
could mimic a foreign animal disease, have occurred. This area is also copper deficient, so vets are needed to identify, treat, and prevent
copper deficiency problems to reduce morbidity and mortality. The area winters 30,000-40,000 head of sheep from ID, MT, and WY, requiring
additional, yet unavailable, vet services to deal with large-scale plant toxicosis, internal parasitism, enterotoxaemia, and nitrate poisoning.
With over 400 4-H and FFA livestock projects yearly, vet services are needed to support youth health, education, and mentoring programs.
The current vet works with rabbit owners to vaccinate for Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (RHD), a foreign animal disease, among a portion of
Riverside county’s 9,000 (NASS) domestic rabbits. They also assist local bee operations.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

The present veterinarian has advertised at the Western Veterinary Conference in Las Vegas, paid for advertisements in the Journal of the

American Veterinary Medical Association, and used online job boards for recruitment efforts. One veterinarian moved to the area and was

mentored by the sole practitioner and covered part of the large animal case load, but left after two years. She moved to another area in the
region to receive higher compensation practicing small animal medicine and she no longer sees livestock clientele.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

Without a veterinarian to replace the soon-to-retire practitioner, there will be no veterinary service in an area spanning more than 10,000
square miles across two states and serving the US-Mexico border. This need is urgent, as even the current level of vet staffing is insufficient to
meet the area’s needs. The current vet works 12-14 hours, 7 days a week, as no one else is available for on-call, emergency or weekend care
in this 10,000 square mile area. Leaving the position unfilled will lead to substantial animal health and welfare consequences, including loss of
production, animals and food security, which will impact vulnerable populations in particular. Hobby farmers are prominent and lack sufficient
knowledge in proper husbandry procedures and judicious antimicrobial use, contributing to a significant risk of drug residues entering the food
chain. Since the area encompasses an international border and interstate transportation routes, lack of vet services could lead to poor or
delayed detection of foreign animal disease, with significant impacts on the US livestock industry. The is abundant local wildlife that serve as
disease vectors, such as deer, wild burros, southwestern cottontail rabbits and bighorn sheep. There is potential for RHD transmission from
wild to domestic rabbits in this area. Timely diagnosis and reporting of potential outbreaks could help slow its spread. The area is in the Pacific
Flyway for migratory waterfowl and includes 2 wildlife refuges. Disease diagnosed in local poultry has been attributed to migratory birds, per
state experts. )

Clients will have to travel a minimum of 90 miles, possibly more, for both routine and emergency services if the retiring vet is not replaced.
Many food animal patients cannot be easily or safely trailered such a distance. Encouraging a veterinarian to practice in this area will resolve
the dire shortage and promote animal agriculture in the community for years to come.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

Dr. Annette Jones

Name:

e California State Veterinarian

- California Department of Food and Agriculture
Organization:

annette.jones@cdfa.ca.gov
916-900-5000

(Area code required)

Email:

Telephone Number:

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131,
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:12/31/2022
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approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
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Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

name. DF- Peter Mundschenk
e Otate Veterinarian

Organization: Af1zONa Department of Agriculture

. pmundschenk@azda.gov
. (602) 542-0960

(Area code required)

Email

Telephone Number
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	importance and objectives: The objective in this shortage area is to serve commercial agricultural areas, with many cattle ranches and small ruminant operations within a practice region spanning the California/Arizona border. There is currently only one veterinarian serving >10,000 square miles, from Parker, Arizona (north) to Cibola, Arizona (south) and from Desert Center, California (west) to Salome, Arizona (east). According to NASS (2017), Riverside County alone has over 65,000 cattle, with about 8000 sheep. This proposed area encompasses Riverside County in California and La Paz County in Arizona, which includes the Colorado River Indian Reservation. The current vet has been called for farm animal services all the way to Lake Havasu City, Arizona, and Brawley, CA, both over 90 miles from his current base of operations. Livestock clients find it increasingly difficult to obtain timely responses to appointment requests and emergency calls due to the sole practitioner’s heavy caseload and inability to leave at short notice. The current vet has served faithfully for decades and is hoping to retire soon; this large practice area will then have no veterinary services. This is especially problematic because transporting livestock long distances to alternate care providers for urgent livestock conditions can be difficult. There are also large 4-H and FFA programs in this area, which would suffer without the emergency care and preventive health services now available. 
	activities: Current vet needs in the interstate area include reproduction evaluation of bulls before sales, brucellosis vaccination, and issuing 200-300 inspection certificates for cattle, swine, sheep, and goats for interstate movement. Three border inspection stations in the practice area routinely request veterinary help to facilitate interstate livestock movement. Interstate 10, included in the shortage area, is a major artery for livestock movement in the US and with Mexico; animals in transit here have needed emergency care. Mass poisonings in beef cattle, which could mimic a foreign animal disease, have occurred. This area is also copper deficient, so vets are needed to identify, treat, and prevent copper deficiency problems to reduce morbidity and mortality. The area winters 30,000-40,000 head of sheep from ID, MT, and WY, requiring additional, yet unavailable, vet services to deal with large-scale plant toxicosis, internal parasitism, enterotoxaemia, and nitrate poisoning. With over 400 4-H and FFA livestock projects yearly, vet services are needed to support youth health, education, and mentoring programs. The current vet works with rabbit owners to vaccinate for Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease (RHD), a foreign animal disease, among a portion of Riverside county’s 9,000 (NASS) domestic rabbits. They also assist local bee operations. 
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: The present veterinarian has advertised at the Western Veterinary Conference in Las Vegas, paid for advertisements in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, and used online job boards for recruitment efforts. One veterinarian moved to the area and was mentored by the sole practitioner and covered part of the large animal case load, but left after two years. She moved to another area in the region to receive higher compensation practicing small animal medicine and she no longer sees livestock clientele. 
	Risk: Without a veterinarian to replace the soon-to-retire practitioner, there will be no veterinary service in an area spanning more than 10,000 square miles across two states and serving the US-Mexico border. This need is urgent, as even the current level of vet staffing is insufficient to meet the area’s needs. The current vet works 12-14 hours, 7 days a week, as no one else is available for on-call, emergency or weekend care in this 10,000 square mile area. Leaving the position unfilled will lead to substantial animal health and welfare consequences, including loss of production, animals and food security, which will impact vulnerable populations in particular. Hobby farmers are prominent and lack sufficient knowledge in proper husbandry procedures and judicious antimicrobial use, contributing to a significant risk of drug residues entering the food chain. Since the area encompasses an international border and interstate transportation routes, lack of vet services could lead to poor or delayed detection of foreign animal disease, with significant impacts on the US livestock industry. The is abundant local wildlife that serve as disease vectors, such as deer, wild burros, southwestern cottontail rabbits and bighorn sheep. There is potential for RHD transmission from wild to domestic rabbits in this area. Timely diagnosis and reporting of potential outbreaks could help slow its spread. The area is in the Pacific Flyway for migratory waterfowl and includes 2 wildlife refuges. Disease diagnosed in local poultry has been attributed to migratory birds, per state experts.
Clients will have to travel a minimum of 90 miles, possibly more, for both routine and emergency services if the retiring vet is not replaced. Many food animal patients cannot be easily or safely trailered such a distance. Encouraging a veterinarian to practice in this area will resolve the dire shortage and promote animal agriculture in the community for years to come.
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