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To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the VMLRP Shortage Allocations section of the
VMLRP web site (https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/vmlirp-shortage-allocations) for the number of nominations permitted for your
state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

Location of Veterinary Shortage: Nomination #5 — Central and Eastern Kentucky

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)

Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type Ill): Lexington, Kentucky

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)

Overall Priority of Shortage: High Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type lll: Public Practice (awardee obligation at least 49% FTE or 19 hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
U Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
U Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
U Poultry U Poultry
U Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
U Other: U Other:

For Type Il Public Practice:
E m p | Oye r: University of Kentucky Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory Pos |t| on T|t|e : Vete rinary Pathologist

Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
& Public Health

] Epidemiology
] Other: Diagnostic Veterinary Medicine

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the
shortage type indicated.

100 |%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

The national framework to safeguard animal health is extremely important to the U.S. economy, public health, and nation's food supply and
guard against zoonotic diseases. To strengthen this framework, we must increase our investment in the animal disease diagnostic system at
the state level to reduce animal disease prevalence; enhance public and animal health; ensure a secure, economical, and viable food supply;
and improve interstate and international trade. The Univ. of KY Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (UKVDL) is one of two NAHLN laboratories
in Kentucky that provides diagnostic services to reduce diseases in animals. In the past year UKVDL lost one veterinary pathologist to
retirement. The current workload at UKVDL requires seven fully trained pathologists to perform gross necropsies, coordinate required
diagnostic testing leading to a confirmed diagnosis for the referring veterinarian to use in their treatment plan of action. By filling this
veterinary laboratory diagnostician shortage, our laboratory will be able to sustain its mission for animal health, thereby enhancing food
security and safety for KY citizens. Further, the UKVDL, as a full member of the National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN), will be
able to respond adequately to Foreign Animal Disease outbreaks such as HPAI, Food and Mouth Disease, and African Swine Fever.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

The role of a veterinary pathologist at the UKVDL is to conduct comprehensive necropsy, and histopathology and ancillary diagnostic
procedures to obtain a confirmed diagnosis of livestock and poultry pathogens and intoxicants. This veterinarian will make detailed
assessments of historical information by the animal owner and the referring veterinarian as well as information gathered from laboratory
sections in the UKVDL to determine an accurate diagnosis. Interaction with the referring veterinarian is necessary to develop a plan of action
for treatment of the animal or remaining animals in the herd or flock and mitigation of the situation. Veterinary Pathologists at the BVC are
encouraged to participate in outreach activities such as continuing education for veterinarians and farmers as well as writing articles for
professional or lay media outlets. Outreach into high schools, FFA and 4-H groups is also encouraged.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

Over the last 14 years, recruiting and retention of fully qualified pathologists has always been very challenging due to the low salary range.
Most of the applicants have eleven or more years of post-secondary education and are saddled with heavy debt related to high tuition and
other costs during four years of veterinary school and a three-year residency program. It often takes over a year to recruit into a vacancy. The
VMLRP opportunity would significantly improve the ability to attract and retain a veterinary pathologist at the UKVDL.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

Failure to fill this vacancy will significantly hinder the ability of the UKVDL's to diagnose food animal diseases in a timely manner and to
respond to major animal disease outbreaks to prevent the spread of animal disease. This highly trained personnel shortage will jeopardize
Kentucky's food supply, agriculture trade economy, and the public health. Furthermore, the UKVDL is one of the primary NAHLN laboratory for
surveillance and diagnostic testing of Kentucky's poultry industry. In addition, Kentucky is #1 in cattle populations east of the Mississippi and is
currently 7th in the nation in broiler production and represents Kentucky's number one agricultural commodity. This level of this threat is
underscored by the US Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza outbreak of 2015, named the worst animal health emergency in the history of the
United States. The UKVDL is a unique health resource as it is one of only two laboratories in Kentucky that protects the public health through
the early identification of zoonotic diseases which can spill over into Kentucky citizens. The COVID-19 virus that caused the current pandemic
originated in animals. Truly, over the last twenty years, seven out of ten emerging diseases have been zoonotic--originating in animals. In
general, Kentucky has limited surge capacity and is not prepared for disease agents and toxins on a large scale. Failure to fill this vacancy will
decrease this already limited capacity. The bottom line is there is a critical need for more veterinary pathology expertise here in Kentucky to
provide an adequate level of fast detection and diagnosis of animal diseases, especially emerging diseases and those intentionally introduced
into Kentucky.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

vame. RObDEIT C. Stout
e Otate Veterinarian

Organization: Kentucky Department of Agriculture

robert.stout@ky.gov
502-782-5901

(Area code required)

Email:

Telephone Number:

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131,
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:12/31/2022
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	Employer: University of Kentucky Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Kentucky Department of Agriculture
	Email: robert.stout@ky.gov
	Telephone Number: 502-782-5901
	importance and objectives: The national framework to safeguard animal health is extremely important to the U.S. economy, public health, and nation's food supply and guard against zoonotic diseases. To strengthen this framework, we must increase our investment in the animal disease diagnostic system at the state level to reduce animal disease prevalence; enhance public and animal health; ensure a secure, economical, and viable food supply; and improve interstate and international trade. The Univ. of KY Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (UKVDL) is one of two NAHLN laboratories in Kentucky that provides diagnostic services to reduce diseases in animals. In the past year UKVDL lost one veterinary pathologist to retirement. The current workload at UKVDL requires seven fully trained pathologists to perform gross necropsies, coordinate required diagnostic testing leading to a confirmed diagnosis for the referring veterinarian to use in their treatment plan of action. By filling this veterinary laboratory diagnostician shortage, our laboratory will be able to sustain its mission for animal health, thereby enhancing food security and safety for KY citizens. Further, the UKVDL, as a full member of the National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN), will be able to respond adequately to Foreign Animal Disease outbreaks such as HPAI, Food and Mouth Disease, and African Swine Fever.
	activities: The role of a veterinary pathologist at the UKVDL is to conduct comprehensive necropsy, and histopathology and ancillary diagnostic procedures to obtain a confirmed diagnosis of livestock and poultry pathogens and intoxicants. This veterinarian will make detailed assessments of historical information by the animal owner and the referring veterinarian as well as information gathered from laboratory sections in the UKVDL to determine an accurate diagnosis. Interaction with the referring veterinarian is necessary to develop a plan of action for treatment of the animal or remaining animals in the herd or flock and mitigation of the situation. Veterinary Pathologists at the BVC are encouraged to participate in outreach activities such as continuing education for veterinarians and farmers as well as writing articles for professional or lay media outlets. Outreach into high schools, FFA and 4-H groups is also encouraged.
	OtherDiscipline: Diagnostic Veterinary Medicine
	Past: Over the last 14 years, recruiting and retention of fully qualified pathologists has always been very challenging due to the low salary range. Most of the applicants have eleven or more years of post-secondary education and are saddled with heavy debt related to high tuition and other costs during four years of veterinary school and a three-year residency program. It often takes over a year to recruit into a vacancy. The VMLRP opportunity would significantly improve the ability to attract and retain a veterinary pathologist at the UKVDL.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: Failure to fill this vacancy will significantly hinder the ability of the UKVDL's to diagnose food animal diseases in a timely manner and to respond to major animal disease outbreaks to prevent the spread of animal disease. This highly trained personnel shortage will jeopardize Kentucky's food supply, agriculture trade economy, and the public health. Furthermore, the UKVDL is one of the primary NAHLN laboratory for surveillance and diagnostic testing of Kentucky's poultry industry. In addition, Kentucky is #1 in cattle populations east of the Mississippi and is currently 7th in the nation in broiler production and represents Kentucky's number one agricultural commodity. This level of this threat is underscored by the US Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza outbreak of 2015, named the worst animal health emergency in the history of the United States. The UKVDL is a unique health resource as it is one of only two laboratories in Kentucky that protects the public health through the early identification of zoonotic diseases which can spill over into Kentucky citizens. The COVID-19 virus that caused the current pandemic originated in animals. Truly, over the last twenty years, seven out of ten emerging diseases have been zoonotic--originating in animals. In general, Kentucky has limited surge capacity and is not prepared for disease agents and toxins on a large scale. Failure to fill this vacancy will decrease this already limited capacity. The bottom line is there is a critical need for more veterinary pathology expertise here in Kentucky to provide an adequate level of fast detection and diagnosis of animal diseases, especially emerging diseases and those intentionally introduced into Kentucky.
	Center: Lexington, Kentucky

	Priority: [High]
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