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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official                        

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
This  form  must  be  used  for  Nomination  of  Veterinarian  Shortage  Situations  to  the  Veterinary  Medicine  Loan  Repayment  Program  
(VMLRP),  Authorized  Under  the  National  Veterinary  Medical  Service  Act  (NVMSA)  

Note:   Please  submit  one  separate  nomination  form  for  each  shortage  situation.   See  the  VMLRP Shortage     Allocations    section  of the    
VMLRP   web   site  (https://nifa.usda.gov/resourc  e/vmlrp-shortage-allocations          ) for   the number   of   nominations       permitted   for   your 
state or insular area. 
Location of Veterinary Shortage Area         for this N   ominati  on  

Location of Veterinary Shortage:       

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131, 
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: Michigan State University VDL
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
	Email: winelandn@michigan.gov
	Telephone Number: 517-284-5689
	importance and objectives: The Michigan State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL) is the veterinary diagnostic laboratory for the State of Michigan, and its mission is to Protect animal health; to Investigate the cause of disease or disease outbreaks; to Educate and train the next generation of veterinarians and researchers in animal health; and to Collaborate with key stakeholders and partners to protect and promote human and animal health.   The VDL provides diagnostic support for Michigan's  Departments of Agriculture and Rural Development and Natural Resources, and works closely with its Department of Health and Human Services in support of One Health.  VDL performs more than 1 million tests annually from over 350,000 animals.  Submissions come from every state in the US, and approximately 20 foreign nations.  Michigan has a rich agricultural diversity with over 300 commodities that is an economic engine for the state and region, providing 17% of the state’s employment.  In the US, Michigan ranks #1 in milk production/cow; #5 in total milk production; #7 in egg production and has significant meat poultry, pork, beef, and honey production.  The VDL provides testing for all food and fiber animal species and is critical to safeguarding the $5.13B livestock (including dairy) industry of Michigan, which is the largest component of the State’s agricultural industry.   
	activities: Academic Specialists at the VDL have advanced training and/or board certification in one or more essential laboratory disciplines such as pathology, bacteriology, virology or toxicology.  Specialists at the MSU VDL oversee and interpret critical tests; perform detailed investigations of disease outbreaks often in collaboration with State or Federal agencies; provide required subject matter expertise to detect and diagnose animal health issues across multiple animal species, and are at the forefront for detection of, and response to, foreign animal disease outbreaks.  The VDL performs routine diagnostic tests for endemic animal diseases such as bovine tuberculosis, as well as targeted surveillance and response testing for foreign animal diseases, such as FMD, ASF and HPAI.  The laboratory has also developed new tests to detect emerging diseases such as Senecavirus A.   Specialists routinely participate in local, regional and even national investigations to detect threats to animal or human health, including diagnostic support of the NAHLN, LRN, Vet-LIRN, FERN, and NPIP.  Specialists at the VDL also are training the next generation of veterinarians, veterinary nurses and other scientists, as well as enabling “life-long learning” of veterinary practitioners and producers through active extension efforts.  

	OtherDiscipline: Various laboratory disciplines, e.g. pathology
	Past: The VDL has experienced difficulty with prolonged searches and/or an inability to fill vacancies in the laboratory. Past recruitment efforts include posting on the VDL and CVM websites, on various national and international job recruitment sites and ListServes (American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians, Laboratory Diagnostician specialty boards, American Veterinary Medical Association, species-specific association boards, etc.) as well as on LinkedIn, Indeed and other commercial sites. Incentives to recruit and retain have included assistance with relocation expenses, payment for continuing education, and support for specialty certification.  
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The Nation’s public health and food supply is at constant risk from accidental or malicious introduction of exotic animal diseases.  The complex and inter-connected global nature of agribusiness, as well as modern travel and transport methods, lend increased risk to inadvertent introduction of devastating diseases into the United States either through transport of infected animals, introduction of insects that carry disease, or entry of contaminated products for human (e.g. uncured meat) or animal consumption (e.g. grain) into the US.  Michigan is a border state and has 20 major airports, 13 major water ports and 4 border points of entry.  Notably, some of these water ports are ranked in the top 150 ports (based on tonnage) in the US.  The high volume of people, animals and goods entering into these various ports presents a high risk for disease introduction into Michigan and the US.  The veterinary diagnosticians (Specialists) in the multiple disciplines at the VDL are essential to the State’s ability to detect not only important endemic diseases such as tuberculosis and CWD, but also to provide reliable, accurate and timely disease surveillance and to rapidly detect, identify and communicate the presence of emerging or foreign animal disease threats.  
	Center: 4125 Beaumont Road Lansing, MI  48910
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Academic Specialist
	FTE: 65
	FoodSafety: On
	PH: On
	Epi: On
	Other: On
	SAHO/State: Nora Wineland
	Shortage_Location: Michigan
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: MI215
	MayOtherList: 


