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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) US Department of Agriculture 
Form NIFA 2009‐0001 

OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Veterinarian Shortage Situation Expiration Date: 9/30/2019 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one) 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle 
 Dairy Cattle 
 Swine 
 Poultry 
 Small Ruminant 
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety 
 Public Health 
 Epidemiology 
 Other: _____________________ 

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
 
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:9/30/2019 
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	Employer: 
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: ND Dept. of Agriculture/State Board of Animal Health
	Email: skeller@nd.gov
	Telephone Number: 701-328-2655
	importance and objectives: This area includes 4 counties of north-central North Dakota, as well as the Spirit Lake Reservation.  There is a shortage of large animal veterinary services, as there are currently only two veterinary clinics in the entire area.  One clinic is located in Ramsey County and provides primarily small animal services, while the other is a solo practitioner located in Eddy County. There is one Livestock Auction market within this area that is unable to find full time veterinary services. There are also numerous beef cattle operations within these counties that struggle with access to on-farm large animal veterinary services due to the limited services.   Some of these are large seedstock operations that ship cattle internationally and veterinary services are critical to ensure the health of animals destined for other states and countries.  There are a large number of domestic bison herds in this area which require veterinary services as well, so a veterinarian comfortable working with bison would be very helpful.  There also currently is not a veterinarian able to regularly provide equine veterinary services for working ranch horses in the area. Additionally, there are swine confinement facilities in the area that utilize out-of-state consulting veterinarians.  A local veterinarian willing to assist with swine health issues would be helpful, particularly with increasing concerns about vesicular diseases and ASF.  NASS indicates ~58,000 cattle in these 4 counties.
	activities: The activities of the veterinarian working in this region need to cover the large animal on farm services and the livestock auction market services. The large animal services to be provided include: ambulatory work for cattle +/- bison, herd health programs, VFD's, interstate and international health inspections and certifications, other regulatory activities such as TB testing and Brucellosis vaccination, pregnancy testing (palpation and ultrasound), semen testing, bangs vaccinating, obstetrics, and other emergencies. The veterinarian must be able to communicate with and educate producers. Many livestock operations in the area utilize horses in the day to day ranch activities, so it would be very helpful to have a veterinarian with equine skills.  The veterinarian must also be available to cover the livestock auction market's weekly sales.  A veterinarian in this area needs to be adaptable and willing to work on various species as needed, even if they are not a significant share of the practice activity.  There are bison, sheep, swine, and farmed cervid operations in the area that would benefit from a veterinarian knowledgeable in those species or willing to expand their skill set.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: Recruiting veterinarians to this area has been difficult. There are options for small animal veterinary services, but very limited to services for large animals and equine. The livestock auction market has been trying to fill full time position for several years, but veterinarians in the area are not willing to commit to provide services on a regular basis.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The large practice area and high number of beef producers in the area makes it difficult for the current veterinarians in the area to provide optimal care. The livestock auction is unable to meet regulatory requirements without a veterinarian present. Livestock from this area are shipped throughout the United States. Without proper veterinary care, disease from this are can go undetected and spread very quickly.  Producers in need of emergency services may be unable to access veterinary care.  This can affect not only animal health, but also animal welfare. 
	Center: Devils Lake, ND 58301
	Priority: [High Priority]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList:  
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: On
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: On
	Position: 
	FTE:  
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: Susan J. Keller, DVM
	Shortage_Location: Benson, Eddy, Nelson, and Ramsey Counties, ND
	Shortage_Type: [I]
	NominationID: ND203
	MayOtherList: Bison, Equine


