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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: NJ Dept. of Agriculture
	Title: Director, Division of Animal Health, State Veterinarian
	Organization: New Jersey Department of Agriculture
	Email: manoel.tamassia@ag.nj.gov
	Telephone Number: 609-671-6400
	importance and objectives: There is a critical lack of veterinarians in NJ public practice. The DAH is responsible for investigating disease outbreaks, humane complaints, tracing animals, inspecting animal sales, performing regulatory work at CEM quarantines, animal emergency preparedness, One Health, and providing regulatory support for the import and export of animals. The additional regulatory veterinarian would benefit the entire state as the position requires staff to work in all of NJ.  It will provide surge capacity for the national disease surveillance and detection programs and contribute to the success of the national disease and eradication programs.  This enables New Jersey and the US to have a rapid, effective response to animal health emergencies, foreign animal diseases, and to protect the food supply and our economy.  This position would serve all of NJ and also benefit the bordering areas of PA, NY, and DE since NJ is a big consumer state flanked by big poultry and dairy states and receives products and live animals in quantity.  In NJ, we have 2,809 poultry farms, 4 large egg-laying facilities, 1,246 cattle farms, 347 small swine farms, 10 food-waste feeding swine farms, 2,016 small ruminant farms; and 47 livestock slaughter facilities that would benefit from this position.
	activities: The VMLRP incumbent veterinarian will be based in the DAH’s facility in Ewing NJ, in the center of the State.  The veterinarian will work in the entire State to administer and enforce a variety of animal health, food safety, public health programs, emergency preparedness, and participate in epidemiological investigations.  The incumbent veterinarian will spend time educating NJ citizens who have a limited understanding of animal agriculture or have some knowledge about the practices from the country they immigrated from.  NJ is one of the most diverse states with over 9 million inhabitants, and the most densely populated state in the nation.  
The veterinarian will be trained in Foreign Animal Diseases and provide expertise in the field and will work on Animal Emergency Preparedness (livestock and pets).  The candidate will be providing services in support of federal and state disease surveillance programs, and foreign animal disease reporting.  He/she will provide outreach services by interacting with agents of livestock, poultry, and other allied agricultural industries, county extensions agents, vocational agriculture teachers/students, and other entities. Given the wide range of regulatory activities and demands of the Garden State, the DAH is in great need of an additional public service veterinarian in our State.  

	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: The DAH has reached out to Rutgers University requesting information of graduates that were accepted into Veterinary Schools and recently graduated to consider food animal practice in this underserved area without success.  The NJVMA was also contacted.
The DAH has hired and lost several veterinarians for this position in the past years as they leave for better-paying work as the cost of living in NJ is considerably higher than in other parts of the Country. The VMLRP award will provide more longevity for the recruit as he/she will have a multi-year agreement and interest in staying with the program. 

	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: Nearly every complaint regarding animals comes through the DAH because, as veterinarians, we are considered subject matter experts in everything animal-related.  In general, NJ and the DAH need someone on the Stateside who can speak for agriculture but also help to fill the gaps about public health and zoonoses, One Health, support the new farmers and producers, by improving regulations and helping on animal emergency preparedness.
NJ’s demographics and its geographic location make it vulnerable to the introduction of foreign animal diseases.  NJ and neighboring regions have been determined by USDA-APHIS-VS-CEAM to be at high risk for the introduction of ASF and CSF due to the garbage fed swine industry, the high immigrant population, and the proximity of several large international ports.  If the position is not filled, NJ will be at a greater risk of not detecting and responding timely to foreign, emerging, or zoonotic animal diseases and potentially causing a great deal of harm to the state and national agricultural industry.  Having a vacant position in this area can also increase public health threat since early detection of diseases in animals helps protect the public from zoonotic diseases. 

	Center: New Jersey Public Health Environmental and Agricultural Laboratory, 3 Schwarzkopf Drive, Ewing NJ 08628
	Priority: [Critical Priority]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Veterinarian 1 or 2 or 3
	FTE: 100
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: Dr. Manoel Tamassia
	Shortage_Location: Entire State, NJ Department of Agriculture, Division of Animal Health (DAH)
	Shortage_Type: [Type III: Public Practice (awardee obligation at least 49% FTE or 19 hr/week)]
	NominationID: NJ201
	MayOtherList: 


