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This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment 
Program (VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 
 

Note:  Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation.  See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) 
section of the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular 
area. 
 
Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 
 
Location of Veterinary Shortage: 

                                                                                                                                                                  
North Central New Mexico (Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Taos, Mora, and 
San Miguel counties  

 (e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area  
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

                                                                                                                                                          
18126 US 84-285, Santa Fe, NM  87506 

 (e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

 
Overall Priority of Shortage: X Moderate Priority  High Priority  Critical Priority 
 
Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (Choose only one Type) 
 

 Type I Shortage:  Private Practice 
  Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 80 percent time or 32 hr/week) 

  
Must cover(check at least one) 

 
May cover 

  

  Beef Cattle  Beef Cattle  
  Dairy Cattle  Dairy Cattle  
  Swine  Swine  
  Poultry  Poultry  
  Small Ruminant  Small Ruminant  
  Other: _____________________  Other: _____________________  
 

X Type II Shortage:  Private Practice – Rural Area 
  Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30 percent time or 12 hr/week) 

  
Must cover (check at least one) 

  
May cover 

  

 X Beef Cattle X Beef Cattle  
  Dairy Cattle X Dairy Cattle  
  Swine X Swine  
  Poultry X Poultry  
  Small Ruminant X Small Ruminant  
  Other: _____________________ X Other: llamas, alpacas, rabbits  
 

 Type III Shortage:  Public Practice (awardee obligation: at least 49 percent time or 19.6 hr/week) 
  Employer:  _____________________       Position Title:  _____________________ 

     Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 

VMLRP Shortage ID Code: NM155 
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  Food Safety   
  Public Health   
  Epidemiology   
  Other: _____________________   
 
Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being 
located in the community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 200 
words or less). 
 
In the past fifteen (15) years, north central New Mexico has experienced a decrease in the presence and 
services of food animal veterinarians.  Over time there has been a shift in veterinary services from food 
animal services to companion animal care as veterinarians moved, retired, or closed the food animal 
component of their practices. 
 
Six (6) counties in this region are affected by the lack of food animal services: Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, 
Sandoval, Taos, Mora, and San Miguel counties.  Producers in these counties continue to raise livestock 
for our food supply, for 4-H and FFA programs, for the farm to table movement, and for breeding and 
sales. 
 
According to the 2012 Census of Agriculture results as posted on the AVMA.org website for Food Animal 
Concentration per Food Animal Veterinarians, the animals : veterinarian ratio in all six counties is low. 
County Animals Veterinarians Ratio animals:vets 

Rio Arriba 30291 1 30291 

Sandoval  12246 3 4082 

Santa Fe 8891 7 1270 

Taos 7802 2 3901 

Mora 16996 0 0 

San Miguel 41832 2 20916 

When asked if there was a shortage of food animal veterinary services in this area, all county extension 
or 4-H agents, except one, said, “yes”.  It is known that some livestock showmen must travel several 
hundred miles to obtain veterinary services for their livestock.  Recognition of this veterinary shortage 
situation nomination would enhance the ability to recruit a food animal veterinarian to the area for the 
provision of large animal veterinary services to the producers and ranchers for the food animals they 
produce.    
 
Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, 
state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 200 words or less). 
 
The activities of a food animal veterinarian in this shortage situation would include the provision of 
routine veterinary medical care of food animals, herd health and nutrition consultations for livestock 
producers, reproductive care of livestock for breeding programs, fulfillment of Accredited Veterinarian 
regulatory duties, to include veterinary inspections, required testing, administration of vaccinations and 
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preparation of certificates of veterinary inspection.  In addition, the veterinarian would provide 
guidance and services to youth involved in 4-H and FFA programs, ensure the safety of the food supply 
to the Northern Indian Pueblos, and to hobby and farm-to-table food producers. 
 
Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above 
(limit your response to 100 words or less). 
 
Efforts to recruit and retain food animal veterinarians to this shortage situation have included two years 
of advertising and hiring veterinarians at Valley Veterinary Clinic.  Those veterinarians hired were not 
able to be retained for various reasons.  Another Santa Fe veterinary clinic also tried for one year to 
recruit and hire a replacement food animal veterinarian, but was unsuccessful in filling the position.  At 
least two other veterinarians who provided food animal services simply closed their practices, rather 
than sell or hire an associate.  Providing VMRLP support for this shortage situation would tremendously 
aid recruitment and retention efforts for a food animal veterinarian in this area.  
 
Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained.  Include the risk(s) to the 
production of a safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in 
the community but in the region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your 
response to 250 words or less). 
 
Available statistics demonstrate only fifteen (15) food animal veterinarians for the approximately 78,000 
livestock animals in the North Central counties of New Mexico (Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Taos, 
Mora, and San Miguel counties).  This number has likely decreased in the years since the census was 
taken and producers cannot easily access veterinary care and guidance for their livestock and beef cattle 
programs.  Local ranchers producing food for their families and income for their livelihoods, youth 
programs raising livestock for showing and breeding, farm-to-table growers, and Native American 
pueblos will all be further impacted if this shortage of food animal veterinary services continues.  The 
food supply locally, regionally, and even nationally is at stake if proper preventive care, diagnostics, and 
treatment of food animals is not available and provided to the food animals that we raise and consume.  
 
(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the 
minimum required for the shortage type checked on Page 1, please specify the percent time in the box below 
(based on a 40-hour work week).  Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the 
minimum percent time of the shortage type indicated. 
 

% 

 
Minimum Service time required for each shortage type 
Type I:  80 percent time or 32 hours/week 
Type II:  30 percent time or 12 hours/week 
Type III:  49 percent time or 19.6 hours/week 
 
SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official 
designation 
 

X By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval. 

  

X By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public 
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health-related veterinary shortage situation.  I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area 
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity). 

 
 
 
Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 
 

 
Name: 

 
Ellen Mary Wilson, D.V.M. 

   

 
Title: 

 
State Veterinarian 

   

 
Organization: 

 
New Mexico Livestock Board 

   

 
Email: 

 
Ellen.wilson@state.nm.us 

   

 
Telephone Number: 

 
505-841-6161 

   

 (Area code required)  
 

 

 
 

  

       
 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of 
information, unless it displays a current valid OMB control number.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any 
other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, 
Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section.  Do not return the completed form to this address. 
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