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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: 
	Title: Interim State Veterinarian
	Organization: Nevada Dept of Agriculture
	Email: dthain@agri.nv.gov
	Telephone Number: 775-353-3755
	importance and objectives: This position would fill a critical shortage in northeastern Nevada encompassing nearly 7800 square miles containing the towns of Montello, Wells and West Wendover without any resident veterinarians.  Any veterinary services are handled by veterinarians out of Idaho, Utah, or Elko, NV.  Highways 93, 93A and I80 are major livestock movement corridors across Nevada and throughout the west.  There are over 150,000 head of beef cattle and over 30,000 head of sheep in this area.  The risk of wide spread disease outbreak is high based on the fact there are no resident veterinarians in the area and many producers are noncompliant with veterinary inspection requirements due to the lack of available veterinarians.  This veterinarian would help serve one Native American tribes by providing not only veterinary medicine to livestock, but also address a public health need.  Continued interaction between sensitive wildlife species and domestic livestock are of great importance in this area.  This veterinarian will serve no less than four sheep producers and dozens of beef operations, providing much needed advise in addition to diagnostics and treatment. This position will serve a critical role in aiding state animal health officials expand the use of electronic identification in sheep and cattle operations.  This area has never had daily veterinary medical services.  The expanded use of EID's in small ruminants and cattle is of the utmost importance for this position. 
	activities: This veterinarian will routinely visit Native American tribes, providing services related to zoonotic diseases such as rabies vaccinations.  Basic heard health for small ruminants and beef cattle will also be routine for this veterinarian.  A small animal component based in Wells and/or West Wendover, Nevada will supplement the practice.  Multiple opportunities for civil service exist in the area ranging from advisory capacity to elected official.  This veterinarian will provide services to several commuter herds that travel into and adjacent to the Greater Yellowstone Area.  The necessary testing and surveillance of these herds for Tb and Brucellosis is an activity that will protect this area, the state, and the entire region from a disease event.  This veterinarian will provide diagnostic service through in house testing, post mortem investigation and sample submissions.  This veterinarian will be given the opportunity to speak to producers at multiple meetings throughout the year in conjunction with UNR Cooperative Extension and the Nevada Department of Agriculture.  The state is seeing an increase in Blue Tongue and Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in our wildlife in this area.  Having a licensed and accredited veterinarian in the area is crucial for providing this activity.  
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: This area has not had a resident veterinarian in recent history.  Although this area is a beautiful area of mountains and sage brush steppes, no recruitment has been undertaken until now.  The area has the population and animal number to support a successful practise.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: With three US Highways crossing this area there is an increased risk of not only disease introduction but rapid dissemination. As outlined above, this area is home to herds that commute to other states including the GYA.  The risk of reintroducing brucellosis and tuberculosis into this area is greater than other places in the state.  With Nevada being an export state, any curtailment or reduction of exports will have serious economic impacts.  With an increase in population in eastern Elko County, there is also an increase in backyard flocks of birds associated with these people.  Major migratory flyways of wildlife cross eastern Nevada. The risk of an undetected outbreak of Avian Influenza or Virulent Newcastle Disease is high without regular veterinarian care.  With interstate travel on three major highways possible and easy access to larger population centers, the rapid spread of an avian disease is quite possible.  Nevada's federally owned lands provide grazing for nearly half a million cattle and one hundred thousand sheep.  These animals are important to both the cattle and sheep industries in the United States.  Having healthy herds is extremely important and required in order to allow for the multiple use mandates on federal lands where interactions with wildlife are possible.  Large herds of migrating mule deer, antelope and elk are present across this area.   Protecting public health has a major component in domestic and wildlife interactions.  
	Center: Wells, Nevada
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: On
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: On
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: On
	MayPoultry: On
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: On
	Position: 
	FTE: 
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: David S. Thain, DVM
	Shortage_Location: Eastern Elko County, Nevada bounded by Idaho, Utah, White Pine County & 30 miles west of highway 93
	Shortage_Type: [II]
	NominationID: NV202
	MayOtherList: Wildlife


