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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official 

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 
(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA) 

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of 
the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlrp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area. 

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination 

Location of Veterinary Shortage: 
(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not 
return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: 
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: NYS Dept. of Agric. & Mkts.
	Email: david.smith@agriculture.ny.gov
	Telephone Number: 518-457-3502
	importance and objectives: Essex County covers 1,916 mi² and the 2017 Census of Agriculture revealed a food animal population of 18,092 animals.  The food animal population has more than doubled in the past 10 years and is expected to continue growing with an influx of Amish and Mennonite families.  Also, this area has seen rapid growth in non-conventional animal agriculture - i.e. organic, grass-fed and pasture raised animals.  All of these farms have strong needs for veterinary expertise and guidance and will require more frequent interactions with veterinary professionals than well-established larger conventional farming operations.   There are 3 veterinarians located in the county who serve food animal clients.  None of the 3 are full-time food animal practitioners and one of the three is located on the western edge of the county, well removed from the bulk of the food animal population in the eastern half of the county.  The objective of this nomination is to help existing food animal practitioners with student loan debt stay in the area or to possibly attract new practitioners.
	activities:    A successful applicant will be advising and educating producers to optimize animal health and productivity.  Dairy and beef cattle are the primary food animals in this area, but there are rapidly growing poultry, swine, and small ruminant industries in the county.  As mentioned above, there are under served and actively growing Amish communities with many species of animals.  These producers need food animal practitioners in order to meet the requirement of having a valid Veterinarian Client Patient Relationship in order to comply with the National Milk Producers Federation's FARM Program.
   The New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets and the Cornell Cooperative Extension are actively working to expand beef and stocker cattle production in New York' State.  Competent food animal veterinarians will help these growing farms provide adequate, if not optimal, care for their livestock and help assure these producers' lending institutions that there are adequate animal health measures in place to protect the value of livestock used as loan collateral.  
   Many younger farmers and new farmers in this area are looking to non-conventional production methods, due to increased profitability that comes with appellations such as organic, grass-fed, or pasture raised.  Many of these farmers are unfamiliar with common diseases and other animal health concerns and will need a great deal of guidance from a veterinarian who fills this shortage.
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: This is the first organized effort to attract or retain veterinary expertise in Essex County of which I am aware.  That said, New York State has a relatively well-staffed cadre of state and federal veterinarians to support our partners in private practice.  The state's field veterinarian in this area is an experienced food animal practitioner able to provide mentoring to a VMLRP recipient. 
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: The demographics of the food animal veterinarians serving counties throughout New York are alarming. Many will retire in the next few years. Younger veterinarians will be starting families and will likely reduce their hours devoted to farm practice and unless there is relief from student loan debt, they will abandon food animal practice to earn more money treating companion animals.  
If we fail to improve the supply of veterinary expertise here:
- Producers will be forced to treat their own animals and animal welfare and health will suffer.
- There will be inadequate guidance in the use of medications, leading to resistance, unsuccessful treatments, and residues.
- There will be limited or no guidance for VFD, ELDU and F.A.R.M.
- Disease surveillance will suffer.  Despite having a significant state and federal veterinary workforce, NY, like most states, is highly dependent     on the observations of and reporting by private practice vets for disease surveillance. In recent years, Equine Infectious Anemia, Swine Brucellosis, Swine Enteric Coronavirus Disease, and multi-drug resistant Salmonella have been major concerns.
	Center: Westport, 12993
	Priority: [High]
	MustBeef: On
	MustDairy: On
	MustSwine: On
	MustPoultry: On
	MustSR: On
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: 
	FTE: 
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: Off
	SAHO/State: David C. Smith, DVM
	Shortage_Location: Essex, NY
	Shortage_Type: [II]
	NominationID: NY202
	MayOtherList: 


