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Nomination Form

To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

This form must be used for Nomination of Veterinarian Shortage Situations to the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program

(VMLRP), Authorized Under the National Veterinary Medical Service Act (NVMSA)

Note: Please submit one separate nomination form for each shortage situation. See the State Animal Health Official (SAHO) section of

the VMLRP web site (www.nifa.usda.gov/vmlirp) for the number of nominations permitted for your state or insular area.

Location of Veterinary Shortage Area for this Nomination

. ) Fayette, Somerset, Washington, Westmoreland Counties
Location of Veterinary Shortage:

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area)
Approximate Center of Shortage Area

(or Location of Position if Type Ill): Intersection of Routes 21 and 119 Uniontown, PA 15401

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code)
Overall Priority of Shortage: Moderate Priority

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :

Type II: Private Practice - Rural Area, Food Animal Medicine (awardee obligation: at least 30% FTE or 12hr/week)

For Type | or Il Private Practice:

Must cover(check at least one) May cover
] Beef Cattle U Beef Cattle
& Dairy Cattle U Dairy Cattle
U Swine U Swine
U Poultry & Poultry
& Small Ruminant U Small Ruminant
U Other: Xl Other: cervids

For Type Il Public Practice:

Employer: Position Title:
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas:
U Food Safety
O Public Health
O Epidemiology
U Other:

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the mi

nimum

required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40-hour
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the

shortage type indicated.

%
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Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters).

There are over 4,800 farms in this rural four-county area. Average farm size is 125-150 acres of which approximately 50% is tillable. Principal
livestock species include (NASS 2017):

Cattle and Calves >109,000

Sheep and goats > 18,000 This region contains the 2nd, 5th, and 10th highest counties for sheep in the state.

A large proportion of operating farms are small and in the low gross income range (< $50,000). Grazing operations including beef, small
ruminants, and dairy predominate. Growing interest is seen in small farms to raise sheep, goats, and beef to fill an expanding regional
market system. A regional grant in excess of $2 million was awarded to this area to develop a more robust local food supply for Pittsburgh,
PA and Wheeling, WV. Infrastructure like small custom slaughter houses are being attracted to return. This area of the state is very hilly
and not especially conductive to intensive agriculture. The food system grant along with changes in dairy economics has helped re-stimulate
management practices that focus on grazing. This area can support and be attractive to a mixed animal practitioner who is willing to support
small farms with an emphasis on beef and small ruminants. With many small family and part time farm operations, this shortage area is best
suited for a veterinarian who is willing to devote at least 30% or more percent of her/his time to food supply veterinary practice. They must be
willing to cover a variety of species.

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area,
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less).

A mixed animal rural practice based close to Uniontown can provide comprehensive client services over a broad range of animals. A mixed
animal practitioner also willing to cover food animals and equines is best suited to the four county area. Location near Uniontown would best
meet the most veterinarian-deficient area. Production animal veterinary service demand would include beef, small ruminants, and possibly
dairy, cervids, and equines. Need for professional veterinary services and outreach is high for new and inexperienced producers. Many of
these novice producers need assistance with animal husbandry, preventative medicine, as well as therapeutic protocols. Antimicrobial drug
stewardship and preventative medicine education for beef and small ruminant producers should be a focus of a young veterinarian in this
area. Assisting with movement documents for youth project exhibition animals and youth education on animal care and well-being would also
be important community needs.

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your
response to 750 characters or less).

This region has struggled to find adequate veterinary service for a number of years. The area has veterinary service loosely provided by
several veterinarians who are solo practitioners in different directions, near other larger towns, and all are at least an hours drive from
Uniontown. Attempts to recruit a young associate who would do large as well as small animals has been unsuccessful in at least two
practices. A multi-associate dairy specialty practice is located in the very eastern portion of this region. They provide service to the region's
remaining best dairies. This practice does not care for small ruminants nor do they travel to Southwestern portions of this shortage area.

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less).

It is important to provide veterinary care in the Southwestern portions of Pennsylvania. Increasing restrictions on food animal drug availability
and unsupervised drug use by producers in the absence of available veterinary care results in greater challenges for remotely located
producers. This is even more true for young or novice producers. A local food system in being promoted in this region and veterinary care is
one segment of infrastructure that must be in place for the entire system to flourish. Lack of veterinary care creates greater risks for improper
animal drug use, use that does not meet the proper definition for judicious therapeutic use and raises the potential for residue violations.
Further, the lack of veterinary oversight in this corner of the state presents challenges for observation and reporting of dangerous transmissible
and possibly foreign diseases. This region has always been stubbornly independent and has a long history of success with beef and sheep
production. With modest stimulation these industries are growing again. For sustainability it is important that adequate animal care,
preventative health, and veterinary outreach is in place. With the rapidity of transportation and product movement, a veterinary presence can
also assist in surveillance as well as help to ensure animal product safety and quality.
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation

X | By checking this box, | affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and
approval.

By checking this box, | affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health-related veterinary shortage situation. | affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee:

vame:. Ke€VIN D. Brightbill, DVM

Titl Director, Bureau of Animal Health and Diagnostic Services
itle:

organization: PA Department of Agriculture
emai. KEDTightbi@pa.gov
Telephone Number: 717'705'1626

(Area code required)

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524-0046 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 800 9t St. SW, Washington, DC 20024, Attention Policy Section. Do not
return the completed form to this address.

Form NIFA 2009-0001
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524-050
Expiration Date:9/30/2019
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	Employer: 
	Title: Director, Bureau of Animal Health and Diagnostic Services
	Organization: PA Department of Agriculture
	Email: kebrightbi@pa.gov
	Telephone Number: 717-705-1626
	importance and objectives: There are over 4,800  farms in this rural four-county area. Average farm size is 125-150 acres of which approximately 50% is tillable. Principal livestock species include (NASS 2017):
Cattle and Calves >109,000
Sheep and goats > 18,000  This region contains the 2nd, 5th, and 10th highest counties for sheep in the state.  

A large proportion of operating farms are small and in the low gross income range (< $50,000). Grazing operations including beef, small ruminants, and dairy predominate.  Growing interest is seen in small farms to raise sheep, goats, and beef to  fill an expanding regional market system.  A regional grant in excess of $2 million was awarded to this area to develop a more robust local food supply for Pittsburgh, PA and Wheeling, WV.    Infrastructure like small custom slaughter houses are being attracted to return.  This area of the state is very hilly and not especially conductive to intensive agriculture. The food system grant along with changes in dairy economics  has helped re-stimulate management practices that focus on grazing. This area can support and be attractive to a mixed animal practitioner who is willing to support small farms with an emphasis on beef and small ruminants.  With many small family and part time farm operations, this shortage area is best suited for a veterinarian who is willing to devote  at least 30% or more percent of her/his time to food supply veterinary practice. They must be willing to cover a variety of species.
	activities: A mixed animal rural practice based close to Uniontown can provide comprehensive client services over a broad range of animals.  A mixed animal practitioner also willing to cover food animals and equines is best suited to the four county area. Location near Uniontown would best meet the most veterinarian-deficient area. Production animal veterinary service demand would include beef, small ruminants,  and possibly dairy, cervids, and equines.    Need for professional veterinary services and outreach is high for new and inexperienced producers.  Many of these novice  producers need assistance with animal husbandry, preventative medicine, as well as therapeutic protocols.  Antimicrobial drug stewardship  and preventative medicine education for beef and small ruminant producers should be a focus of a young veterinarian in this area.  Assisting with movement documents for youth project exhibition animals and youth education on animal care and well-being would also be important community needs. 
	OtherDiscipline: 
	Past: This region has struggled to find adequate veterinary service for a number of years.  The area has veterinary service loosely provided by several veterinarians who are solo practitioners in different directions, near other larger towns, and all are at least an hours drive from Uniontown.  Attempts to recruit a young associate who would do large  as well as small animals has been unsuccessful in at least two practices.  A multi-associate dairy specialty practice is located  in the very eastern portion of this region. They provide service to the region's remaining best dairies. This practice does not care for small ruminants nor do they travel to Southwestern portions of this shortage area.    
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: It is important to provide veterinary care in the Southwestern portions of Pennsylvania. Increasing restrictions on food animal drug availability and unsupervised drug use by producers in the absence of available veterinary care results in greater challenges for remotely located  producers.  This is even more true for young or novice producers.  A local food system in being promoted in this region and veterinary care is one segment of infrastructure that must be in place for the entire system to flourish.  Lack of veterinary care creates greater risks for improper animal drug use, use that does not meet the proper definition for judicious therapeutic use and raises the  potential for residue violations. Further, the lack of veterinary  oversight in this corner of the state presents challenges for observation and reporting of dangerous transmissible and possibly foreign diseases.   This region has always been stubbornly independent and has a long history of success with beef and sheep production.  With modest stimulation these industries are growing again.  For sustainability it is important that adequate animal care, preventative health, and veterinary outreach is in place.  With the rapidity of transportation and product movement, a veterinary presence can also assist in surveillance as well as  help to ensure animal product safety and quality.  
	Center: Intersection of Routes 21 and 119  Uniontown, PA 15401
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