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 Shortage ID 
VMLRP USE ONLY 

NIFA Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 

Veterinarian Shortage Situation 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
US Department of Agriculture 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Control No. 0524‐0050
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022 

Nomination Form 
To be submitted under the authority of the chief State or Insular Area Animal Health Official                        

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) 
This  form  must  be  used  for  Nomination  of  Veterinarian  Shortage  Situations  to  the  Veterinary  Medicine  Loan  Repayment  Program  
(VMLRP),  Authorized  Under  the  National  Veterinary  Medical  Service  Act  (NVMSA)  

Note:   Please  submit  one  separate  nomination  form  for  each  shortage  situation.   See  the  VMLRP Shortage     Allocations    section  of the    
VMLRP   web   site  (https://nifa.usda.gov/resourc  e/vmlrp-shortage-allocations          ) for   the number   of   nominations       permitted   for   your 
state or insular area. 
Location of Veterinary Shortage Area         for this N   ominati  on  

Location of Veterinary Shortage:       

(e.g., County, State/Insular Area; must be a logistically feasible veterinary practice service area) 

Approximate Center of Shortage Area 
(or Location of Position if Type III): 

(e.g., Address or Cross Street, Town/City, and Zip Code) 

Overall Priority of Shortage: ______________
 

Type of Veterinary Practice Area/Discipline/Specialty (select one) :
 

For Type I or II Private Practice: 

Must cover(check at least one)
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

For Type III Public Practice: 
Employer: _____________________ 

May cover 
 Beef Cattle
 Dairy Cattle
 Swine
 Poultry
 Small Ruminant
 Other: _____________________ 

Position Title: 
Please select one or more specialty/disciplinary areas: 
 Food Safety
 Public Health
 Epidemiology
 Other: _____________________

(Optional) If the nominator wishes to specify a service time for this shortage situation that is higher than the minimum 
required for the shortage type checked above, please specify the percent time in the box below (based on a 40‐hour 
work week). Leave the box blank if the service time for this shortage situation is for the minimum percent time of the 
shortage type indicated. 

% 

Page 1 of 3 



       

                                       
                         

                                 
                   

                                     
          

                                          
                                       

                         

Please describe the importance and objectives of a veterinarian filling this shortage situation as well as being located in the 
community, area, state/insular area, or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characters). 

Please describe the activities of a veterinarian meeting this shortage situation in the community, area, state/insular area, 
or position requested above (limit your response to 1500 characteers or less). 

Please describe any past efforts to recruit and retain a veterinarian in the shortage situation identified above (limit your 
response to 750 characters or less). 

Please describe the risk of this veterinarian position not being secured or retained. Include the risk(s) to the production of a 
safe and wholesome food supply and to animal, human, and environmental health not only in the community but in the 
region, state/insular area, nation, and/or international community (limit your response to 2000 characters or less). 
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SAHO nominator must check both boxes below in order for NIFA to consider this nomination for official designation 

By checking this box, I affirm that this form represents a nomination and is subject to NIFA review and 
approval.
 

By checking this box, I affirm that it is my professional opinion that this is a bona fide food supply or public
health‐related veterinary shortage situation. I affirm due diligence has been invested to identify this area
as a shortage situation of at least moderate priority (severity).

Authorized State or Insular Area Animal Health Official or designee: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Email: 

Telephone Number: 
(Area code required) 

Public reporting for OMB control number 0524‐0050 is estimated to average two hours, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information, unless it displays a current 
valid OMB control number. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to NIFA, OGFM, 2312 East Bannister Road, Mail Stop 10,000, Kansas City, MO 64131, 
Attention Policy Section. Do not return the completed form to this address. 

Form NIFA 2009‐0001 
OMB Information Collection Approval No. 0524‐050 

Expiration Date:12/31/2022 
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	Employer: WSU, WADDL
	Title: State Veterinarian
	Organization: WA State Dept Agriculture
	Email: bjoseph@agr.wa.gov
	Telephone Number: 760 484 8994
	importance and objectives: The first objective of this position is to provide expert guidance in agricultural animal infectious disease diagnosis, therapeutic management, and prevention for field and regulatory veterinarians. As the position is within the Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (WADDL) at Washington State University, which also serves as the primary laboratory for the WA State Department of Agriculture (WSDA), it oversees testing for routine regulatory diseases and testing in response tor transboundary disease investigations. As WADDL is a member of the incident command structure for disease outbreaks in Washington State, the Veterinary Microbiologist is an invaluable asset to regulators, diagnosticians, and field veterinarians by providing expertise in animal sampling, testing, test interpretation, and possible zoonotic risks. The second objective of this position is to aid in pathogen discovery to help reduce the impact of new and emerging threats to agriculture animal health. The third objective is participation in education, including training future veterinarians and veterinary microbiologists as well as continuing education, to animal agricultural veterinarians and stakeholders, to increase knowledge and decrease the impact of infectious disease and antimicrobial resistance in Washington state. Lastly, this individual participates in national animal health and standards setting organizations providing valuable connections to improve animal health in Washington state.
	activities: This position is section head for Bacteriology and Parasitology within WADDL, with direct supervision of testing in this area. The Veterinary Microbiologist is responsible for test accuracy, test interpretation, and a consultant to regional clinical and regulatory veterinarians regarding the significance of cultured or detected organisms and parasites. Working with state and federal regulatory agencies addressing diseases of public health and regulatory concern, as well as being a critical component in the Washington state foreign animal disease incident command structure, is also an integral part of job duties. Research in clinical microbiology is performed and includes pathogen discovery, new assay development, antimicrobial susceptibility testing and monitoring, and the implementation of new diagnostic technology. In addition to working in clinical microbiology, this position is responsible for training post-DVM veterinary microbiologist in a residency program. As there is an extreme shortage of veterinary microbiologists this is an important training program, and one of 3 formal programs in the United States. This person also trains 4th year DVM students in diagnostic microbiology with emphasis on diagnosing bacterial infections, including discussions of zoonotic disease, food safety and interpreting antimicrobial susceptibility test data.
	OtherDiscipline: Diagnostic Medicine-Clinical Microbiology
	Past: Given that there are only three formal residencies in veterinary microbiology within the US, the ability to attract and retain a board-certified veterinary microbiologist is difficult as compared to other specialties. The previous national and international search for the head of Bacteriology and Parasitology at WSU-WADDL occurred in 2011 resulted in a choice of only two applicants considered acceptable, neither of which were board certified. Given the challenges with the previous search, in 2016 when the position was vacated a strategy of a targeted recruitment was used to fill the current position. Retention of this position is a challenge given numerous private sector positions and WSU-WADDL’s location in a rural community.
	affirmshort: Yes
	AffirmNomination: Yes
	Risk: There is a marked shortage in veterinarians trained in infectious disease diagnostics with only one board-certified Veterinary Microbiologist serving in a diagnostic capacity in the state of Washington, therefore retention of this Veterinary Microbiologist is critical for animal health within the state. WSU WADDL is a Tier I NAHLN laboratory, a member of the CDC Laboratory Response Network (LRN), and a US FDA Veterinary Response Network (FDA-Vet-LIRN) laboratory. This position, as the Bacteriology-Parasitology Section Head, plays a key component in WADDL's engagement in all three of these federal networks that are crucial for animal health, public health, and food safety, respectively. In addition, WADDL is the primary testing laboratory for the WA Department of Agriculture and strategically positioned near an international border and multiple international seaports and airports. If this position is not secured there would be lack of veterinary microbiological expertise not only for the state of Washington but for the Pacific Northwest and nationally as this position is actively engaged in the previously noted federal networks, national infectious disease and antimicrobial resistance working groups and regional and national collaborative research on infectious disease. At the field level, the lack of this position would hamper the diagnostic testing on production animals submitted to WADDL by large animal practitioners by jeopardizing the ability of food animal practitioners to interpret testing rests and initiate prompt treatment, consider differential diagnoses in outbreak situations, or be alerted to possible zoonotic pathogens such as tuberculosis or avian influenza. Additionally, the lack of this position compromises the education of future veterinarians regarding infectious disease because this position is intimately involved in the training 4th year veterinary students on clinical rotations in WADDL as well as post-DVM microbiology residents.
	Center: Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory, Pullman, WA
	Priority: [Critical]
	MustBeef: Off
	MustDairy: Off
	MustSwine: Off
	MustPoultry: Off
	MustSR: Off
	MustOther: Off
	MustOtherList: 
	MayBeef: Off
	MayDairy: Off
	MaySwine: Off
	MayPoultry: Off
	MaySR: Off
	MayOther: Off
	Position: Clinical Assistant Professor
	FTE: 100
	FoodSafety: Off
	PH: Off
	Epi: Off
	Other: On
	SAHO/State: Brian E. Joseph DVM MFAS
	Shortage_Location: Washington State
	Shortage_Type: [III]
	NominationID: WA211
	MayOtherList: 


